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Protest action in defence of Ruslan Zabily at SBU headquarters in Кеїу, 


Sept. 15. Sign reads “Freedom for historians!” 


SBU launches 


criminal case against 


Lviv museum head 
Diaspora reacts with outrage 


(RFE/RL/UkrNews) — The Ukrai- 
nian Security Service (SBU) has 
launched a criminal investigation 
against the director of a Lviv mu- 
seum, saying he intended to give 
away State secrets, RFE/RL’s Ukrai- 
nian Service reports. 

And diaspora organizations have 
reacted with outrage 

SBU officials claim that Ruslan 
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Ruslan Zabily 


Zabily, head of the Prison on 
Lontskoho Museum in the western 
city, planned to transfer information 
to third parties, information that they 
claim is classified and a state secret. 

Speaking to RFE/RL on Sept. 9, 
SBU spokeswoman Maryna Osta- 
penko declined to specify what kind 
of information was involved and 
who the alleged third parties were. 

Zabily, whose museum is dedi- 
cated to the victims of Soviet-and 
Nazi rule, denies any wrongdoing. 
At a press conference in Kyiv, he 
said that he was detained on Sept. 8 
at the train station in Kyiv upon ar- 
riving from Lviv and interrogated 
for more than 14 hours, without of- 
ficial sanction. 

Zabily, 35, said his laptop and two 
hard discs were confiscated. Ac- 
cording to the historian, he was 
questioned about his contacts with 
foreign academics and was advised 
to get a job as a school teacher. 

He also was told to provide evi- 
dence that his research does not in- 


volve state secrets and that a list of 


those with whom he shared state 
“secret” archival information is be- 

ing compiled. 
Zabily said that the confiscated 
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The Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet Ensemble presents the Welcome Dance. 


Sokyrka headlines Saskatoon‘s Ukraine Day 


By Al Kachkowski 

Theresa Sokyrka of Montreal, headlined the stage 
show at the 10" annual Ukrainian Day in the Park be- 
fore an estimated crowd of 8,000 on Aug. 28. This 
year’s version, of Saskatchewan’s outdoor Ukrainian 
festival, was presented, as usual, by the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress - Saskatoon Branch (UCC-SB). 

Theresa was a great hit singing many songs from her 
expanded repertoire of Ukrainian numbers which will 
be released this fall as part of her first Ukrainian CD. 

The day’s proceedings began that morning, as the 


Ukrainian Museum of Canada served breakfast on its 
patio, which was colourfully decorated in blue and yel- 
low bunting. Later, the program continued in the tradi- 
tional location in downtown Saskatoon’s Kiwanis Park, 
immediately south of the city’s landmark hotel, the 
Delta Bessborough. Ten performing groups from Ec- 
uador, Humboldt, Prince Albert, and Saskatoon pro- 
vided a dynamic program of entertainment on the large 

outdoor stage 
At 11:00 am, an ecumenical prayer service (moleben’) 
Cont. on Page 8 
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Back to the burdei 


Historical interpreter Irena Tatko holds the wheat she has just ground in front of her burdei, or dug-out sod house, 
at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village. This type of shelter was created by many of the earliest Ukrainian 
Canadian settlers as their first home in Canada at the end of the 19th century. The first step was to peel back and 
save the sod, then excavate the earth to a depth of approximately a metre. A poplar roof frame was then created, 
over which the saved sod would be laid. Then a window, a door, a wood stove, and a bed platform would be 
installed. A typical burdei measured no more than 2 x4 metres. The burdei was a temporary refuge until а “proper” 
home of poplar logs and mud/straw plaster could be built. The Village held its annual Harvest of the Past and Taste 
of Heritage Food Festival, Sept. 12. During the festival, the interpreters recreate many of the harvest activities the 
Ukrainian pioneers to Alberta conducted during this season. For more, see page 9 of this issue. 
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Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Працівники СБУ у Львівській 
області упродовж двох днів про- 
водили обшук у робочих кабіне- 
тах наукових працівників музею 
«Тюрма на Лонцького» у Львові. 
Як повідомив Радіо Свобода вико- 
нувач обов'язків директора Цент- 
ру досліджень визвольного руху 
Василь Стефанів, працівники 
СБУ вилучили два комп'ютери і 
численні матеріали, які науковці 
зібрали для експозиції виставки, 
присвяченої дисидентському руху 
в Україні. 

13 114 вересня працівники СБУ 
провели обшук у кабінетах. У 
такий спосіб перевіряли наявність 
«державної таємниці». 

За словами Стефаніва, історики 
не виявили в кабінетах два ноут- 
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копії матеріалів, скановані архівні 
документи з різних архівів, котрі 
науковці готували для експозиції 
про дисидентський рух, паперові 
документи, а ще спогади дисиден- 
тів, які записувались на відео 
протягом двох останніх років. 
Працівники СБУ вилучили, 
зокрема, скановані матеріали так 
званої справи КДБ «Блок», 
накази керівництва МДБ за 1945 
рік, документи із литовського 
архіву колишнього КГБ. 
«Найбільше турбує, що було 
вилучено значно частину спогадів 
учасників українського визволь- 
ного руху. і дисидентів. Паперові 
документи, які нам приносили 
люди для експозиції, це Ti люди, які 
сиділи у тюрмі. Після обшуку 


працівників музею допустили на 
їхні робочі місця, але повноцінної 
роботи не може бути. Бо люди не 
мають двох комп'ютерів», зазначає 
Стефанів. «Це несанкціонований 
обшук, без постанови суду. Якщо 
СБУ говорить, що це справа Слу- 
жби безпеки, то тут варто наголо- 
сити, що Національний музей є 
окремою юридичною особою, яка 
орендує приміщення в СБУ». 

У грудні в приміщенні музею 
«Тюрма на Лонцького» запллано- 
вано відкрити експозицію, при- 
свячену дисидентському рухові в 
Україні. Чим зумовлені дії пра- 
цівників СБУ, науковцям складно 
пояснити. Адже історія дисидент- 
ського руху i його учасників не є 
державною таємницею, матеріали 


оприлюднювались у ЗМІ. 

Дисидент, колишній в'язень 
тюрми на Лонцького Ірина Кали- 
нець у розмові з Радіо Свобода 
зауважила, що їй важко зрозуміти 
логіку дій СБУ. Вона зазначає, що 
це спроба зупинити наукову робо- 
ту загалом Національного музею 
«Тюрма на Лонцького», але цього 
не допустить громадськість Львова. 

Працівники СБУ не пропуска- 
ють і відвідувачів музею на тери- 
торію подвір'я тюрми, де у червні 
1941 року працівники HKBC 
розстріляли близько 1700 людей. 
Раніше науковці протягом кількох 
днів не могли потрапити на свої 
робочі місця, бо було зачинене 
приміщення, де розташовані 
кабінети. 


Світові вчені захищають 
директора «Тюрми на Лонцького» 


(Радіо Свобода) 108 європейських, українських 
та північно-американських вчених, які представ- 
ляють академічну світову спільноту, підписали лист 
на підтримку історика, директора музею-меморіалу 
«Тюрма на Лонцького» Руслана Забілого, повідо- 
мило 15 вересня агентство «УНІАН». 

У зверненні, підписаному вченими з Колумбій- 
ського, Гарвардського, Кембриджського універси-- 
тетів у США, а також університетів Канади, 
Німеччини, Польщі, Австрії, Угорщини та інших 
країн, мовиться: «Справді демократична й 
незалежна Україна повинна знати всю правду про 
свою історію і сприяти вільному її вивченню. Таке 
дослідження історії може відбуватися лише за умови 
широкого доступу до українських архівів». 

«Із огляду на факти, що відбулися в минулому — 
заборона допуску до архівів та бібліотек, 
переслідування інших поглядів, заперечення 


академічної свободи, ізоляція України від 
міжнародної академічної спільноти, - кожен 
український уряд повинен бути особливо уважним, 
щоб не допустити відродження подібної практики», 
- мовиться в листі, текст якого наводить агентство. 

Саме тому, вважають учені, переслідування 
Руслана Забілого «сигналізує про повернення до 
сумної i небезпечної практики тоталітарного 
минулого». 

«Ми вважаємо цей інцидент особливо тривожним 
на тлі попередніх незаконних дій СБУ стосовно 
академічної спільноти та громадянського 
суспільства, які розпочалися в Україні з приходом 
нової влади», - заявили автори листа. 

При цьому, в листі зазначено, що багато хто з 
учених підписав цю петицію, хоч і не погоджується 
з політичною лінією, прибічником якої є Забілий, 
та з його поглядами на українську історію. 
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нальної справи за фактом готування до розголо-- 
шення відомостей, що становлять державну таєм-- 
ницю, Служба безпеки України вважає «некорек-- 
тними» й «абсурдними», заявила 15 вересня началь - 
ник прес-центру СБУ Марина Остапенко. 

Зокрема, вона заперечила заяви про несанкціо- 
нований обшук працівниками СБУ кабінетів 
працівників музею, при чому вони не надали жодних 
санкцій на це й під час якого вилучили комп'ютери 
i документи істориків. 

Заїї словами, 13-14 вересня у львівському музеї- 
меморіалі «Тюрма на Лонцького», який перебуває 
на балансі СБУ, в рамках розслідування згаданої 
кримінальної справи було проведено не обшук, а 
«огляд місця події». 

Під час таких процесуальних дій, для яких санкція 
не потрібна, у приміщенні, що належить СБУ, слідчий 
мав право вилучати «матеріали, документи, предмети, 
які мають значення для провадження справи», 


ській області Юрій Кіцул на своїй прес-конференції 
додав, що в вилучених комп'ютерах «виявлено 
інформацію з обмеженим доступом». 

Розсекречення документів не означає, що вони 
мають бути відкритими для широкого доступу, 
заявив у Києві директор галузевого державного 
архіву СБУ Сергій Кокін. 

«Є багато таких оперативних документів, які ми 
офіційно розсекретили. Але це не означає, що вони 
мають бути в загальному обігу. Вони залишаються 
як мінімум конфіденційною інформацією, власністю 
держави. Якщо такі документи будуть встановлені, 
то виникає питання, якою була мета подальшого 
використання цих документів», стверджує Кокін. 

Із перших десяти документів, вилучених у Руслана 
Забілого й перевірених фахівцями СБУ, шість вия-- 
вилися «такими, що не призначені для широкого 
доступу», твердить Марина Остапенко. 
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SBU launches criminal case against Lviv museum head 


Cont. fromPage 1 

data concerns the activities of the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army, a parti- 
san army which fought against the 
Soviets and Nazis in World War II, 
and the Soviet-era dissident move- 
ment — documents which have long 
been declassified. 

The Prison on Lontskoho museum 
was established in 2009 under the 
auspices of the SBU. Zabily is a his- 
torian by training. The museum 
shows Visitors conditions in which 
detainees lived and places where 
mass executions took place. 

The museum is housed in a 19th- 
century building that was built to 
house the Austro-Hungarian 
gendarmerie. It has served as a Pol- 
ish, Soviet, and Nazi prison. 

The Canadian Conference in Sup- 
port of Ukraine (CCSU) reports that 
SBU repressive measures were not 
limited to Zabily alone. On Sept. 9, 
the local SBU in Lviv blockaded the 
National Memorial and prevented 
entry to employees and visitors. 

Also on Sept. 9, Zabily filed a 
complaint against the head of the 
SBU: “I demand from Mr. Valery 
Khoroshkovsky an explanation with 
regard to the action of the SBU of- 
ficers and to immediately return my 
private property — the computer 
and external drives. They contain 


only copies of historical documents, 
my research, and personal informa- 
tion. I appeal to you, dear journal- 
ists, to together help stop the cen- 
sorship and pressure, put on history 
and historians.” He also demanded 
that his employees and research staff 
be allowed to return to their offices 
at the National Memorial. 

In its statement, the CCSU de- 
plored “this reversion to Kremlin 
tactics”, and called on the Canadian 
government “to serve notice upon 
the Yanukovych regime that abuse 
of democracy and human rights will 
not be tolerated. 

“We call on our fellow Canadians 
to speak out in defence of Mr. Zabily 
and the National Memorial “Prison 
at Lonsky’. Only through concerted 
action on the part of governments and 
NGOs alike can Mr. Zabily and all 
others seeking to defend and advance 
academic freedom, democracy, and 
civil society in Ukraine know that the 
world is watching and is standing 
with them,” said the CCSU statement 
signed by Oleh Romanyshyn, Presi- 
dent, League of Ukrainian Canadi- 
ans; Olyana Grod, President, Ukrai- 
nian Youth Association of Canada 
(CYM), Chrystyna Bidiak, League of 
Ukrainian Canadian Women and 
Mykola Koshyk, President, Society 
of Veterans of UPA 


Volodymyr Viatrovcyh, the former 
chief archivist of the SBU, believes 
that the new authorities are trying 
to pressure historians who are re- 
searching the Ukrainian liberation 
movement. 

Since the beginning of this year, a 
number of Ukrainian civic activists, 
journalists, and bloggers have 
voiced concern over increased inter- 
est from the SBU. Several have been 
called in for “conversations” and 
been issued warnings. 

Earlier that week, Yevhen 
Bystrytskyy, the director of the In- 
ternational Renaissance Foundation 
in Kyiv, said that the secret service 
was checking the activities of its 
partners in the Kyiv region. 

In comments to RFE/RL on Sept. 
7, Bystrytskyy described the move 
as pressure on Ukraine’s civil soci- 
ety and the first such case in more 
than 10 years. The foundation is fi- 
nanced by American financier and 
philanthropist George Soros. 

Later the SBU announced that it had 
no issue with the Renaissance Foun- 
dation and explained its interest to- 
ward local NGOs as ensuring that 
they do not breach the election law. 

Meanwhile, on Sept. 13 and 14, 
SBU conducted searches of the 
Lonsky Museum under the pretence 
of looking for “state secrets”, reports 


Ukrainian liberation and dissident 
movements. 

By Sept. 15, 108 international 
academics had signed a protest let- 


ter, which was posted on the Kyiv 
Post website. 

For more, see the Ukrainian-lan- 
guage stories on page 2. 
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Toronto roundtable focuses on 
danger to journalists in Ukraine 


(UJNA)—About 60-70 interested people arrived at the Round Table 
Discussion on the danger to journalists in Ukraine organized by the Toronto 
Chapter of the Ukrainian Journalists of North America to gain a better 
understanding of the evermore deteriorating state of freedom of speech 
there. 

Moderator Jurij Klufas, Executive Producer of the Kontakt Ukrainian 

ТУ Network and President of the UJNA, assured the audience “that we 
Ukrainians are not alone and that indeed the world is watching the events 
unfolding in Ukraine with great concern”. 
- Indeed Klufas reported that during a conversation with Prime Minister 
Harper the day before during a press reception in Ottawa, the Prime Min- 
ister expressed awareness and concern. “I’m deeply concerned about the 
situation in Ukraine,” he said. 

Klufas told the audience that he then suggested to the Prime Minister 
that this is an excellent opportunity to reinstate Ukrainian language radio 
broadcasting at Radio Canada International which would reinforce 
Canada’s commitment to protect freedom of free speech throughout the 
world and would provide balanced news to the population of Ukraine at a 
time when it’s most needed. 

After a brief introduction by the moderator, Song of Ukraine Radio host 
producer Oksana Sydorchuk Sokolyk outlined the problem confronted by 
journalists in Ukraine in the face of physical and psychological aggres- 
sion by government officials. By endangering journalists’ basic human 
rights the government has fostered an atmosphere of self censorship. 

Stefan Genyk-Berezowsky of Svitohliad TV compiled a poetic sum- 
mary of the historic attempts of the Ukrainian people’s struggle for free- 
dom from the writings of eminent Ukrainian writers Franko, Bahryany 
and Shevchenko. 

Writer Yosyp Sirka from the Maydan internet magazine presented a point 
of view from the standpoint of the newer technologies that the current 
government is an occupational force that has and is breaking the law and 
is following the orders of an external force. 

The only non-journalist on the panel, Etobicoke Centre MP Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, also spoke poetically about the fact that the current gen- 
eration is a witness to Ukraine’s resurrection and will not wish to be a 
witness to Ukraine’s demise. Wrzesnewskyj asserted that Ukraine is a 
direct victim of the current political gamesmanship between the USA and 
the Russian Federation. 

After these brief presentations the public was invited to make comments 
and newly arrived in Canada Ukrainian Astronaut Yaroslav Pustovy who 
trained in the NASA Space Program alongside Ukrainian astronaut 
Kadeniuk, commended the Ukrainian diaspora for raising the various is- 
sues confronting Ukraine today. Engineering businessman Mykola Moroz 
read out a statement now circulating on the internet that demonstrates a 
massive public opposition to the events in Ukraine. Public Policy Con- 
sultant Volodymyr Derzko pointed out that two countries, the USA and 
Russia, now have laws in place that can shut down the internet at the 
single discretion of the President of that country. It was indicated that this 
will happen at a moment when Ukraine needs the internet the most. 

In closing, Klufas, extolled all present that we must overcome our over- 
all state of general personal and community disillusionment and get back 
to work. We must develop support for the budding resistance in Ukraine 
and leverage potential world interest in Ukraine with a reactivated world 
wide diaspora. 

The audience agreed to engage Amnesty International, Reporters with- 
out Borders and PEN International and to keep these institutions appraised 
of developments in Ukraine. 


» translation and interpretation 
» assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
e parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


the Ukrainian Service of RFE/RL. 
They confiscated archival mate- 
rial and memoirs related to the 
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MacEwan 


Arts and Education Awards Available 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at Grant MacEwan Univer- 
sity is calling for applications for the five awards briefly described below. Application 
forms and guidelines are available from URDC. The application deadline is Novem- 
ber 30, 2010. 


The Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts (ACUA) Award ($500) is offered annu- 
ally for a project that fosters a greater awareness of Ukrainian art in Alberta. This 
project may be in the form of an exhibit, tour, festival, educational program, or special 
project. 


The Roger Charest Sr. Award for Broadcast & Media Arts ($500) is offered annu- 
ally to applicants (individual or group) for an initiative to create a special program or 
series which may later be suitable for broadcast and may further the cause of 
multiculturalism in Canada. 


The Roman Soltykewych Music Scholarship ($500) is available to applicants (indi- 
vidual or group) determined to pursue further studies in the field of Ukrainian choral or 
vocal music. 


The Anna Pidruchney Award for New Writers ($1,000) is available annually toa 
novice writer for a work on a Ukrainian Canadian theme. Submissions for this year’s 
award must be in English. Previous recipients of this award are not eligible. 


The Wm. & Mary Kostash Award for Film and Video Arts ($1,000) is available to a 
novice writer for a work promoting Ukrainian Canadian identity through the medium of 
film, video or new media. 

Contact: 

Larisa Hayduk 

Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 

Ph: 780-497-5494; Fax: 780-497-4377 

E-mail: haydukl@macewan.ca 
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Соціологи попереджають: 
законопроект «Про мови» 
небезпечний для української 


Ірина Біла, Радіо Свобода 

У Верховній Раді зареєстрований зако-- 
нопроект «Про мови в Україні», який, за 
словами його розробників Олександра Єф-- 
ремова, Петра Симоненка та Сергія Грине-- 
вецького, ліквідує дискримінацію мов 
національних меншин. Зокрема, російської. 
Водночас, на думку політолог Олега Мед- 
ведєва, який презентував дослідження 
Мовного балансу України, запропонований 
законопроект остаточно витіснить із 
вжитку українську мову і перетворить її 
на мертву мову. 

В усіх сферах громадського життя в 
Україні, крім освіти, реклами та кіно 
театрального прокату, домінує російська 
мова. Зокрема, на 9 книжок російською 
мовою припадає лишень одна українська. 
На газетному ринку співвідношення вигля - 
дає близько 70% російськомовних проти 
30% україномовних. 90% журналів в Ук- 
раїні видається російською. У телевізій- 
ному мовленні в Україні, яке є частиною 
російськомовного «телевізійного світу», 
однозначно переважає російська мова. 

Про це стверджується в Мовному бала-- 
нсі України, який на підставі статистичних 
та соціологічних даних аналізує спів- 
відношення української та російської мов 
у різних сферах громадського життя. Його 
автор, віце-президент Української ліги у 
зв'язках з громадськістю, політолог Олег 
Медведєв вважає, що «узаконити за таких 
умов ті можливості для російською мови, 
які закладені в запропонованому 3aKOHO— 


проекті «Про мови», навіть без позбав- 
лення української мови статусу державної, 
означає по-суті винесення вироку укра- 
їнській мові не як лінгвістичному явищу, а 
як інструменту масової комунікації». 

Однак, автори законопроекту «Про мови 
в Україні» наголошуючи, що мовне пи- 
тання досі в країні недостатньо врегу- 
льоване, пропонують гарантувати вільний 
розвиток російської мови і визнати yKpa— 
їнсько-російську двомовність надбанням 
українського народу. Один із авторів зако-- 
нопроекту народний депутат, голова Kom— 
партії Петро Симоненко каже, що людям 
потрібно дати можливість вибору, в тому 
числі і мови спілкування. А російська мова, 
на думку головного комуніста України, 
«використовується не так вільно, як це б 
їй належало». 

Соціологи переконують: більше поло-- 
вини громадян України вважають мовне 
питання, зокрема статус російської мови 
взагалі неактуальним - кожен говорить 
тією мовою, якою хоче, і наразі є багато 
актуальніших проблем. 

Лише 7 відсотків українців відносять 
мовне питання, а саме проблему держав-- 
ного статусу російської мови, до переліку 
25 основних життєвих проблем, що їх не- 
покоїть. Однак проблема російської мови, 
попри очевидну непріоритетність, на думку 
Олега Медведєва, стала символічно-знако-- 
вою при визначенні позиції виборців щодо 
політичних сил. І вкотре є спекулятивною 
для політиків. 


Виборча кампанія стартує 
із заяв опозиції про утиски 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

В Україні стартує виборча кампанія до 
органів місцевого самоврядування. Напе- 
редодні потенційні кандидати в мери роз- 
повіли про проблеми, які в них виникають 
через дії місцевих управлінь юстиції. А екс- 
прем'єр Юлія Тимошенко заявила, що 
очолювана нею «Батьківщина» бойкоту-- 
ватиме вибори, якщо влада вдаватиметься 
до протиправних дій щодо обласних осе- 
редків партії. Президент Віктор Янукович 
у свою чергу застеріг голів облдержадмі- 
ністрацій від застосування адмінресурсу й 
порадив їм бути обережними. 

Лідер опозиції звинуватила владу в рей- 
дерському захопленні обласних осередків 
партії «Батьківщина». Про це Юлія Тимо-- 
шенко написала у відкритому листі до Пре-- 
зидента, який оприлюднила на прес-кон- 
ференції, 10 вересня. За її словами, «мі- 
ністр внутрішніх справ Могильов He3a— 
конно видав звільненим керівникам нашої 
партії фальшиві партійні печатки, якими 
вони зараз користуються; а міністр юстиції 
Лавринович незаконно видав їм фальшиві 
свідоцтва про реєстрацію». 

За її словами, керівник президентської 
адміністрації Сергій Льовочкін складає 
списки кандидатів в депутати від «Бать- 
ківщини» у себе в кабінеті. 

«Якщо не будуть зареєстровані нові 
керівники партійних осередків, ми змушені 
будемо оголосити бойкот виборам», заз- 
начила Тимошенко. 

Проблеми з владою виникають i в тих, 
хто збирається поборотися за посади мерів. 
Після внесення змін до виборчого зако- 
нодавства кандидатів у мери висувають 
партійні осередки. Андрій Білогрищенко, 
який збирається балотуватися в мери 
Харкова, стверджує, що в партійних oce— 
редків виникають проблеми з перере- 
єстрацією, як тільки він домовляється з 
ними про висунення 1 підтримку. Ці 


проблеми створює місцеве управління 
юстиції, яке, за словами потенційного 
кандидата, взяло на себе функції політичної 
жандармерії. 

«Як тільки я домовився про підтримку з 
«Єдиним центром», моментально в нього 
виникли проблеми з перереєстрацією, - 
каже Андрій Білогрищенко. - Як тільки 
заявила про мою підтримку «Третя сила», 
виникли проблеми в «Третьої сили». Мені 
треба, аби до останнього дня місцева влада 
не знала, відякої партійної організації мене 
будуть обирати». 

Щоправда, претенденти, які не пред- 
ставляють провідні політичні сили, заз- 
начають, що проблеми їм створила не лише 
влада, а й опозиція. 

«Сьогодні є бажання як влади, так і опо-- 
зиції поділити владу між собою, каже Юрій 
Соловей, який має намір балотуватися в 
мери Івано-Франківська. «Змінами до 3aKO— 
ну нас змушують зайти в той чи інший 
клан, якщо говорити відверто». 

Коментуючи звинувачення, глава 
адміністрації Президента Сергій Льовочкін 
зазначив, що проблеми Юлії Тимошенко 
мають внутрішньопартійний характер. 

«Але влада жодного відношення до BHYT— 
рішніх конфліктів всередині БЮТ немає і 
мати не буде», запевняє керівник прези- 
дентської канцелярії. 

Що ж до заяв потенційних кандидатів у 
мери про утиски з боку управлінь юстиції, 
то пан Льовочкін пообіцяв перевірити 

інформацію. За його словами, «якщо 
факти підтвердяться, то будуть зроблені 
відповідні адміністративні висновки щодо 
осіб, які такими речами займаються». 

A Президент у переддень виборів зібрав 
голів обласних державних адміністрацій і 3a— 
стеріг від застосування будь-якого адмініс- 
тративного ресурсу, закликав бути справед-- 
ливими та обережними і в жодному разі не 
втручатися у діяльність виборчих комісій. 
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ФОТО - - РАДІО СВОБОДА 


Депутати Верховної Ради блокують парламентську трибуну. 


Депутати розпочали нову 
сесію з блокуванням 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Робота Верховної Ради розпочалася 7 
вересня із блокування парламентської три-- 
буни. Щоправда, чільне місце взяли в OO— 
логу представники фракції Партії регіонів 
заради того, щоб опозиція не змогла зірвати 
відкриття сьомої сесії парламенту шостого 
скликання. Фракція БЮТ мала такі наміри, 
оскільки до порядку денного не потрапило 
питання про введення мораторію на підви-- 
щення тарифів на житлово-комунальні 
послуги та цін на газ. 

Заслуховувати ж інформацію міністра 
фінансів Федора Ярошенка про результати 
обговорення проекту Податкового кодексу, 
на чому наполягала коаліція, опозиціонери 
не мали настрою. Документ не надали для 
ознайомлення присутнім у сесійній залі, 


заявив народний депутат від БЮТ Сергій 


Міщенко. 

«Як давати інформацію по Податковому 
кодексу, якщо у Верховній Раді немає Подат- 
кового кодексу. Його ніхто не бачив: ні 
журналісти, ні депутати. Що ми зараз будемо 
обговорювати? Дайте нам, ми прочитаємо, 
тоді ми будемо ставити якісь питання. А так 
про що говорити?», зауважив б'ютівець. 

Утім, керівник фракції Партії регіонів 
Олександр Єфремов запевнив, що ознайо-- 
митись із проектом Податкового кодексу 
мали змогу усі охочі, адже його опубліко-- 
вано на офіційному інтернет-сайті уряду. 
Відтак, за його словами, опозиція прихову-- 
вала справжні мотиви своїх намірів щодо 
блокування. 

«Вони намагаються заблокувати саме 
Податковий кодекс. Чиняться певні спроби 
завадити цій роботі з-за меж зали», наголо-- 


сив головний парламентський регіонал. 

Голова Верховної Ради Володимир Лит-- 
вин звинуватив б'ютівців в обслуговуванні 
мітингів. Вочевидь, спікер мав на увазі мі- 
тинг під стінами парламенту, який опозиція 
проводила, вимагаючи, зокрема, введення 
мораторію на підвищення житлово- 
комунальних тарифів та цін на газ. 

«Домовленості було зламано, що дало 
мені підстави ще раз переконатися в 
очевидному: центр прийняття рішень не у 
фракції, конфлікт цей не парламентський. 
Ми втрачаємо можливості для діалогу. 
Можна було обговорити це питання по 
повній програмі. Говорити, обстоювати», 
сказав Литвин. 

Вже після заслуховування доповіді 
міністра фінансів і голосування, яким було 
скасовано ухвалений у першому читанні 
проект Податкового кодексу, представники 
фракції БЮТ заблокували трибуну 1 
домоглися розгляду питання про введення 
мораторію на підвищення тарифів на 
житлово-комунальні послуги та цін на газ. 
Утім, обговорення було нетривалим 1 
більшості голосів зібрати не вдалося. 

Населенню України доведеться удвічі 
збільшити свої видатки на оплату кому- 
нальних послуг, каже народний депутат від 
НУНС Юрій Кармазін. «Не проголосовано 
за те, щоб не піднімати удвічі вартість оплати 
газу!» наголосив опозиціонер. 

Відтак, керівник фракції БЮТ Іван Кири- 
ленко заявив, що опозиція домагатиметься 
повернення до питання введення мораторію 
на підвищення тарифів на житлово- 
комунальні послуги та цін на газ доти, доки 
не буде ухвалено відповідний законопроект. 


Українці не хочуть демократії? 


Ярина Матвійчук, Радіо Свобода 

У 2007 році Генасамблея ООН ухвалила 
резолюцію, у якій підтримала країни у їх- 
ньому прагненні до розвитку та зміцнення 
демократичних цінностей. В Україні про 
демократію заговорили з першого дня неза- 
лежності. Та кожен розумів її по-своєму. 

За Конституцією, Україна є суверенна, 
незалежна, правова, а також демократична 
держава. Демократія передбачає свободу, 
рівність, повагу до прав людини і участь 
громадян в управлінні державою. 

Від 1991 року кожен Президент незалеж- 
ної України декларував демократичні 
цінності. Леоніда Кравчука називали бать- 
ком української демократії. 

Президент Леонід Кучма, якому заки- 
дають побудову олігархічної системи, за- 
являв, що, дякуючи його демократії, в 
Україні з'явилась потужна опозиція. 

Віктор Ющенко впевнений, що в Україну 
демократію приніс саме він, внаслідок 
Помаранчевої революції. 

«Як керівник держави я зроблю все, щоб 
довести вірність принципам демократії та 
права. Місцеві вибори в Україні мають 
пройти максимально прозоро. Це стане 


найкращим підтвердженням незворотності 
демократичного вибору», заявив нинішній 
Президент Віктор Янукович, коментуючи 
старт передвиборної кампанії в Україні. 

За 19 років незалежності в Україні 
справді почали вимальовуватись перші 
ознаки становлення демократичного 
суспільства, зазначає директор інституту 
філософії імені Григорія Сковороди Ми- 
рослав Попович. Однак сам процес демо- 
кратизації йде дуже повільно. 

«Ситуація з демократією у нас зараз десь 
на роздоріжжі,» каже Попович. «Але те, 
що ми маємо дуже чітко виражену перс- 
пективу втрати демократичних завоювань 
і повернення до режиму так званої 
керованої демократії, це заперечувати 
ніхто не може. Тому Україна так легко 
втрачає те, що вчора здавалось вже навіки 
завойованим». 

Попович вказує на те, що українці ще не 
навчились розпізнавати демократичні цін-- 
ності. Значною мірою тому, що політики 
часто маніпулюють цим поняттям. 

За даними соціологів, з 2006 року кіль- 
кість прихильників демократичного ус- 
трою в Україні зменшилась на 20%. 
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Yanukovych quietly 
downgrades EU ambitions 


By Ahto Lobjakas 

(RFE/RL) — Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych’s talks with EU leaders in Brussels steered 
clear of political controversy, focusing on the dual 
Ukrainian ambitions of free trade and visa-free travel 
with the bloc. 

Both issues will be highlights of the EU-Ukraine sum- 
mit in Brussels on Nov. 22. 

The top EU officials Yanukovych met Sept. 13 were 
the president of the European Council, Herman van 
Rompuy, and Jose Manuel Barroso, president of the 
European Commission. 

Yanukovych — who was seen as Russia’s preferred 
candidate in the elections he won on Feb. 10 — said 
after meeting Van Rompuy that he now wants “gradual” 
integration with the EU. 

“We would like to have a free-trade agreement that 
would allow for a gradual integration of the Ukrainian 
economy into the European Union,” Yanukovych said. 
“And we have agreed that that road should be one of 
compromises and mutual concessions.” 

The Ukrainian leader made no public reference to 
his country’s ambition to one day join the EU. 

EU diplomats say Ukraine’s present leadership ap- 
pears to have dropped former President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s avowed goal of taking the country into 
the bloc. A formal application for membership would 
be Kyiv’s logical next step once it signs an Association 
Agreement with the EU — the political climate in Brus- 
sels permitting. 

Kyiv’s shift of emphasis has been quietly welcomed in 
many continental BU capitals, where the idea of Ukraine’s 
eventual membership remains far from popular. 

Yanukovych is struggling, however,.to capitalize on 
his pragmatic approach to the EU. Free-trade talks with 
the EU have slowed down — officials in Brussels say 
as a result of Ukraine’s intransigence. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine enjoys less than full backing 
within the bloc for visa-free travel. An EU “action plan” 
Yanukovych said Sept. 13 he expects on Nov. 22 was 
initially due to be delivered as early as February this year. 

One senior Ukrainian official in Brussels the previ- 
ous week blamed the EU for lacking a “clear-cut stra- 
tegic vision of Ukraine.” 


Ukraine’s negotiating position and tactics also appear 
to be hardening. The economic integration of partners 
has been traditionally viewed by the EU as a one-way 
street, with very little room for concessions on the part 
of the bloc itself. 

Van Rompuy Sept. 13 subtly underscored the point, 
noting free trade would mean “modernizing” the coun- 
try and “approximating” Ukrainian laws and standards 
to those of the EU. 

Ukraine’s rights record has come under increasing scru- 
tiny as reports spread of threats made against — and ill- 
treatment of — journalists and civil society activists. 

In clearly coordinated statements, EU leaders on Sept. 
13 appeared to acknowledge they are aware of the al- 
legations but stopped short of directly criticizing their 
Ukrainian colleague. 

Barroso pointedly observed that he believed the 
Ukrainian president’s public assurances to the effect 
that political and democratic rights will be upheld in 
the country. 

“Ukraine has a strong record of democratic develop- 
ment. President Yanukovych has publicly stressed the 
importance of human rights.” Barroso said. “We there- 
fore look to Ukrainian authorities to ensure full the re- 
spect of these values, in particular the freedom of the 
media and independence of the judiciary. And, of 
course, regarding the forthcoming local elections [on 
Oct. 31). I trust that under President Yanukovych’s lead- 
ership, these values will be further consolidated.” 

Earlier in the day, Van Rompuy had made analogous 
comments, observing also that the “legacy” of Ukraine 
as an open society must endure. 

Van Rompuy also gave expression to the EU’s relief 
that Yanukovych has put an end to years of top-level 
infighting in official Kyiv, noting the new president 
has ushered in a “period of stability” in the country. 

Both Van Rompuy and Barroso stressed the impor- 
tance for Ukraine of maintaining good relations with 
Russia. 

Barroso and Yanukovych on Sept. 13 jointly an- 
nounced that Ukraine will in December sign the acces- 
sion protocol to the European Energy Community, ce- 
menting a series of market reforms initiated by the 
Ukrainian president. 


3 more judges quit Constitutional Court 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Three judges of the Constitu- 
tional Court resigned on Sept. 10 as the court had been 
preparing to rule on whether the powers of President 
Viktor Yanukovych must be dramatically increased. 

The latest resignations bring to four the number of 
judges that have decided to step down over the past 10 
days as the 18-member court has been preparing to is- 
sue the ruling. 

The judges, including Ivan Dombrovskiy, Yaroslava 
Machuzhak and Anatoliy Didkovskiy, as well as 
Viacheslav Dzhun, who resigned on Sept. 2, are known 
for opposing most of Yanukovych’s political initiatives. 

The tsunami of resignations at a sensitive time raises 
questions of whether the judges had been under pres- 
sure to quit for disagreeing to support the increasing of 
the presidential powers. 

“They all are well-known legal experts, judges with 
great experiences,” Serhiy Vlasenko, a lawyer апа а law- 
maker from the opposition group led by former Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, said in a statement. “Their 
synchronized resignations cause certain surprise.” 

Vlasenko called for an inquiry on what had forced 
the judges to step down. 

“In a normal democratic society resignation of even 
one judge of the Constitutional Court is a serious rea- 
son for discussion in the society,” Vlasenko said. “We 
have four judges gone, and everybody makes it look 
like nothing has happened!” 

The resignations come as the court is about to rule on 
whether the powers of the president must be increased 
by cancelling constitutional amendments approved in 


December 2004. 

The petition calling for the cancelling of the amendments 
was submitted to the court on July 14 by 252 lawmakers, 
almost the entire coalition that supports Yanukovych. 

Should the court rule on rejecting the amendments, 
Yanukovych may receive huge powers, such as the abil- 
ity to fire the prime minister and the entire government, 
which had been enjoyed by President Leonid Kuchma 
in 1996-2004. 

The petition came after Yanukovych’s attempts to in- 
crease his powers through a referendum had failed af- 
ter many coalition members had apparently decided to 
quietly sabotage it. 

The petition indicates that the Yanukovych adminis- 
tration has chosen the easiest and the most controver- 
sial way to try to increase the powers, simply by re- 
voking the previously approved amendments. 

The amendments were approved on Dec. 8, 2004 in 
the middle of the Orange Revolution, as Kuchma has 
been seeking to reduce powers of the next president, 
who was likely to be Viktor Yushchenko, the opposi- 
tion leader and a pro-Western figure. 

The amendments, which had come into force on Jan. 
1,2006, reduced powers of the president to fire the prime 
minister and the government, allowing Parliamentary 
groups to nominate the prime minister and ministers. 

The amendments have weakened Yushchenko’s pow- 
ers significantly and created permanent tensions be- 
tween the presidential administration and the Cabinet 
of Ministers, often leading to constitutional crises over 
the past four years. 


EPP “deeply concerned” by erosion of democracy 


(EPP)—The Political Assembly of the European 
People’s Party (EPP) has adopted a resolution which 
expresses its deep concern over Ukraine’s democratic 
development and, in particular, government interfer- 
ence with the democratic activity of the opposition, in- 
cluding its sister parties Batkivshchyna, Rukh and Our 
Ukraine. The EPP resolution also expresses its regret 
over the government’s curtailment of media freedoms 
and interference in the work of foreign charity and other 
foundations. 

“The EPP is sending a clear message to Ukraine’s 


government: do not backtrack on your country’s hard 
earned democratic freedoms,” said Wilfried Martens, 
EPP President. “Democratic freedoms are not safe- 
guarded by public relations’ visits to European capi- 
tals by government leaders; they are safeguarded by 
sincere and tangible commitments to Ukrainian soci- 
ety,” Martens’ added. 

The EPP is the largest and most influential European- 
level political party of the centre-right, which currently 
includes 73 member-parties from 39 countries, the 
Presidents of the Commission, Council, and Parliament. 
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Gongadze’s widow 
seeks additional probes 


(Ukrainian Journal) —A lawyer representing Myroslava Gongadze, the 
widow of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, will ask the court to authorize 
additional investigation against officials that had been “incorrectly” and 
“groundlessly” omitted from being properly investigated. 

Valentyna Telychko did not name any particular officials and broadly 
described them as “various officials, senior, and less senior, former and 
those who currently hold and don’t hold posts.” 

The comment, made in an interview with Channel 5 on Sept. 15, comes 
after prosecutors have completed investigation into the murder of Gongadze 
in September 2000 and prepare to submit the case to court. 

The investigation focused on alleged role of Oleksiy Pukach, a former 
top police officer who had admitted to murdering Gongadze after receiv- 
ing direct order from his boss, then Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko. 

Kravchenko, dead since March 2005, was named by the prosecutors as 
the only person who had ordered the murder of Gongadze, contrary to 
speculations that more senior officials could have been involved. 

The murder, in September 2000, had shocked Ukraine’s political land- 
scape triggering massive demonstrations with protesters alleging that Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma was involved. 

Kuchma, Kravchenko and Volodymyr Lytvyn, Kuchma’s former chief 
of staff and currently the speaker of Parliament, were alleged by Mykola 
Melnychenko, Kuchma’s former bodyguard, of conspiring against 
Gongadze. 

Both, Kuchma and Lytvyn denied the charges. 

Lytvyn is now a key ally of President Viktor Yanukovych and is a mem- 
ber of the governing coalition. 


Ukrainian Language Classes For Adults, Teens and Seniors. In- 
struction provided at four levels Wednesdays: 7:00-9:00 p.m., Sep- 
tember 15, 2010 - March 18, 2011, St. Andrew’s Cultural Complex, 
9831-75 Street, Contacts: Nadia 780-475-7547, Office-780-469-1463. 
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Stand up for Zabily 
and academic freedom 


Diaspora organizations, academics and community activists have started 
a campaign in defence of Ruslan Zabily, Director of the National Memo- 
rial “Prison at Lonsky”. The Memorial is a recently opened museum to 
the victims of repressions at the Lonsky prison in Lviv, where thousands 
of Ukrainian political prisoners suffered under Polish, Nazi and Soviet 
occupations. Zabily is a historian, who oversees the Memorial, and serves 
as a researcher and archivist. However, the case in question affects not 
only Zabily himself, but the broader issue of academic freedom in Ukraine 
and the Yanukovych regime’s attempts to rewrite Ukrainian history along 
a Neo-Soviet, Russian Imperialist script. 

On Sept. 8 six representatives of Ukraine’s Security Service (SBU) de- 
tained Zabily at the Kyiv train station. Zabily had just arrived from Lviv. 
He was detained and held incommunicado for some 14 hours at the SBU 
headquarter at 33 Volodymyrsky Street in Kyiv. He was not formally 
charged. However, he could not leave voluntarily and was not permitted 
to use his telephone. His inquisitors refused to identify themselves by 
name, but did inform him that his detainment was pursuant to instructions 
from SBU Director Valerij Khoroshkovsky, himself. Further, it was sug- 
gested to Zabily that її would be better for him if he quit his position at the 
Memorial, to think of his family, and cease contact with foreign scholars. 
He also was told to provide evidence that his research does not involve 
state secrets and that a list of those with whom he shared state “secret” 
archival information is being compiled. 

A personal notebook and two compact disks were confiscated and not 
returned upon his release. Moreover, the SBU said that a criminal case 
against Zabily has been started. This case is very similar to the SBU’s 
attempt to intimidate Ukrainian Catholic University Rector Rev. Dr. Borys 
Gudziak and part of an increasing trend to stifle freedom of expression in 
Ukraine and suppress the history of Ukrainian resistance to Russian op- 
pression. New textbooks are eliminating references to the Orange Revo- 
lution, Ukraine’s struggle for independence and downgrading the geno- 
cidal Holodomor. 

The academic community has stepped up its defence of Zabily. A pro- 
test letter written by Professors Yaroslav Hrytsak of the Ivan Franko Na- 
tional University in Lviv, and Tarik Cyril Amar of Columbia University 
has been circulated on the internet seeking signatories. 

By Sept. 15 it had been signed by 108 international academics and was 
posted on the Kyiv Post website. 

“The treatment of Ruslan Zabily points to a reversion to regrettable and 
dangerous practices of the totalitarian past. We find this incident extremely 
worrying, especially in view of earlier illegitimate uses made of the SBU 
in the realm of academia and civil society under the new Ukrainian gov- 
ernment,” states the letter. 

For its part, the Canadian Conference in Support of Ukraine (CCSU) 
has called upon the Canadian government to serve notice upon the 
Yanukovych regime that the abuse of democracy and human rights will 
not be tolerated. The Canadian government is both aware and deeply con- 
cerned about the systematic erosion of freedom of expression and demo- 
cratic rights in Ukraine. Prime Minister Stephen Harper has confirmed 
this to Kontakt Television Producer Jurij Klufas. Other Western govern- 
ments too have begun telling Yanukovych they are disturbed by recent 
trends. We, in the diaspora community, must continue to reinforce the 
message that we too are deeply concerned and we encourage our elected 
representatives to keep pressing the Yanukovych regime to reverse its anti- 
democratic trend. 

Therefore, we urge our community to stand up in defence of Ruslan 
Zabily and the principle of academic freedom. 


Circus at 


By Zenon Zawada, 
Kyiv Bureau Editor, The Ukrainian Weekly 

The latest opposition protest at the Verkhovna Rada, 
on Sept. 7, resembled a three-ring circus that revealed 
the increasing radicalization and tension in Ukrainian 
politics, which appears to be poised for a nasty erup- 
tion as predicted by numerous observers. 

About 10,000 demonstrators (about 2,500 pro-gov- 
ernment and 7,500 opposition) arrived from through- 
out Ukraine, despite extensive efforts by the police to 
prevent the arrival of demonstrators. Any bus compa- 
nies found to be transporting opposition protestors au- 
tomatically had their transportation license confiscated. 
All the dozen or so protestors I spoke with either ar- 
rived by train or their own cars. They all said bus com- 
panies declined to transport them. 

Only three parties were represented at the protest: 
Batkivschyna (led by Yulia Tymoshenko), the Svoboda 
nationalists (led by Oleh Tiahnybok) and the People’s 
Rukh of Ukraine (Narodnyi Rukh) led by Borys 
Tarasyuk. Viktor Yushchenko has vanished from the 
Ukrainian political scene and Our Ukraine is extinct, 
as well as the orange color, which Ukrainians now as- 
sociate with the Donetsk Shakhtar soccer team more 
than anything else. 

Previous protests were marred by Svoboda national- 
ists shouting down more moderate voices, who yelled 
“Tiah-ny-bok!” even as prominent leaders such as 
Tymoshenko spoke. It was no different this time around. 
The protest meeting was marred by hundreds of 
radicalized Svoboda youths in their 20s attempting to 
shout down most other speakers, including Tarasyuk 
and former police chief Yurii Lutsenko. 

Lutsenko is not a popular figure in Ukrainian poli- 
tics, having been among those who most betrayed the 
Orange ideals. Yet the fact he was shouted down dem- 
onstrates the aggressiveness of Svoboda supporters, 
who didn’t seem to be interested in joining the unifica- 
tion of opposition forces, but causing emnity. 

When demonstrators attempted to take away their 
megaphones, in order to stop them from southing down 
other speakers, the Svoboda boys shoved and even 
punched back; continuing to repeat over and over, “Tiah- 
ny-bok!” Soon enough, their zombie-like fanaticism for 
Tiahnybok led other demonstrators to accuse them of 
either being at the protest for money, as paid provoca- 
teurs, or intentionally causing division among the op- 
position forces at the behest of the Party of Regions. 

Indeed many Ukrainian patriots suspect that the 
Svoboda party engages in ethnically and politically mo- 
tivated provocations and aggressive behaviour in or- 
der to benefit the Party of Regions. The behaviour of 
the young male supporters, many in their 20s, only 
contributed to that view. 

After the rally, Tiahnybok insisted to those gathered 
around him (including me) that he didn’t spur his sup- 
porters into shouting his name or disrupting the rally. 
He said they were upset because the demonstration’s 
organizers, the Committee to Defend Ukraine, denied 
him an opportunity to speak. However another party 
leader, Iryna Farion, was allowed to address the crowd, 
so the behaviour of the Svoboda crowd seemed unrea- 
sonable. 

Additionally, the Svoboda nationalists appeared as if 
they came to the rally prepared to attack Tymoshenko 
(and anyone besides their own leaders, for that mat- 
ter), having arrived with printed placards with slogans 
that taunted her, such as “Who made (natural) gas serfs 
out of Ukrainians?” 

In her speech, Tymoshenko hammered on the 
government’s unpopular decisions to increase natural gas 
prices, increase utility bills by 30 percent, increase the 
pension age, and increase the Kyiv subway fare (from 
22 cents to 25 cents). She also referred to the govern- 
ment as Ukrainophobes, citing its Russification policies. 

Farion is among the most radical politicians in 
Ukraine, so it can as no surprise that she called for 
“Ukraine for Ukrainians” and ridding the nation of the 
“animals in government.” She used very loaded Іап- 
guage, calling upon the protesters “to shoot them up 
with their voting ballots” at the Oct. 31 elections and 
speaking of a “final catharsis” that will soon arrive. 

Similar language was used by the Committee to De- 
fend Ukraine chairman Dmytro Pavlychko, who said 
openly that Ukraine “is headed for an explosion.” That 
does seem to be the direction of events as such protests 
draw more supporters. And the Yanukovych adminis- 
tration does seem to be provoking the opposition into a 
violent confrontation, with its radically pro-Russian 
cultural policies that denigrate the dignity of ethnically 
conscious Ukrainians. 

It’s apparent the government is even laying the 
groundwork for such a violent confrontation, which it 
can use as a pretext to impose a full-scale 
authoritarianism as evidenced in Belarus and even some 
form of martial law. If the opposition enters into an 
“explosion,” as Pavlychko suggested, then it better plan 
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the Rada 


the right strategy to ensure that it emerges as the win- 
ner, not the defeated. 

The techniques used by the government to deal with 
the opposition are getting fiercer. While earlier allow- 
ing protestors to line up along Hrusheyskoho Street on 
the side opposite of the parliament building, this time 
they weren’t allowed to walk along the street at all. 
Once again, the government surrounded the parliament 
building with thousands of Party of Regions support- 
ers, who were comfortably shielded by metal barricades 
and hundreds of police. Their fanaticism and bizarre 
behaviour is accelerating as fast as the radicalization 
of the opposition, which was forced to hold its meet- 
ing at the Mariyinskiy Palace, adjacent to the parlia- 
ment building. 

It came as no surprise to see more than a thousand 
Russian Orthodox radicals marching in columns around 
the parliament building, holding icons and wooden 
crosses and singing Church Slavonic hymns. This has 
been a common sight at the barricades that have sur- 
rounded the parliament at protests since Yanukovych 
came to power. 

I should note that never was religion integrated into 
political activity to such an extent as the Yanukovych 
administration is currently exploiting it. The Orange 
forces never invoked religion during their reign in the 
government or their role in the opposition. This leads 
to the conclusion that the Party of Regions is truly fear- 
ful of the opposition and has resorted to extreme mea- 
sures to extend their grip on power, such as manipulat- 
ing the Orthodox devoted into defending their authori- 
tarian rule. 2 

It shocked me to see hundreds of Party of Regions 
supporters participating in a Divine Liturgy ceremony 
led by Orthodox priests within their barricaded fortress, 
directly in front of the parliament building just as the 
Opposition was meeting. I had never seen such a direct 
infusion of religion in politics, which has very danger- 
ous potential because it introduces a new irrational el- 
ement to the conflict. Politics is supposed to offer ra- 
tional, compromised solutions to disputes. Religion is 
irrational and therefore can lead people to do highly 
irrational things. 

The scene inside the parliament was just as bizarre 
as about a dozen deputies of the Tymoshenko Bloc led 
a blockade of the podium. Yet the pro-Russian coali- 
tion was voting on and approving legislation during 
this “blockade,” rendering it wholly ineffective and 
largely a ploy for television cameras. 

The most hopeful sign is that the opposition forces 
are swelling and gaining support among the popula- 
tion. The Sept. 7 anti-government protest was the larg- 
est since the Yanukovych administration took power. 

Yet it was very disheartening to see the opposition 
forces so divided. (What else is new?) It seems as 
though Ukrainians are incapable of uniting, no matter 
how compelling the conditions might be. While I once 
reserved sympathy and admiration for the Svoboda 
nationalists and their fierce devotion to the Ukrainian 
cause, I lost much sympathy and respect for them after 
the Sept. 7 protest. They demonstrated such 
unconstructive narrow-mindedness and hostility to- 
wards the other opposition parties that I’m starting to 
believe they’re more of a hindrance than a benefit to 
the Ukrainian cause. Their radical positions on many 
issues aren’t capable of unifying the country, and play 
into the hands of the Party of Regions in reinforcing 
the Soviet stereotype of western Ukrainians as “fas- 
cist,” hostile, intolerant and dangerous. 

The consensus is that Yanukovych and the Party of 
Regions are seeking the same authority in Ukraine that 
Putin enjoys in Russia and Lukashenko in Belarus. They 
will tighten the screws of their authoritarian rule fol- 
lowing the Oct. 31 elections, which will no doubt be 
falsified and rigged in many cities. The amended elec- 
tion law approved on Aug. 30 only enhances the 
government’s ability to falsify the vote, as detailed in 
The Ukrainian Weekly the previous week. 

The latest episode in the Yanukovych nightmare is 
the Sept. 7 announcement by Yevhen Bystrytskyi, the 
executive director of the Renaissance Foundation in 
Ukraine, that the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) is 
reviewing its work in Kyiv. While George Soros is no 
angel and no one to be admired, the Renaissance Foun- 
dation offers much support to many of Ukraine’s de- 
mocracy-building institutions. As we recall, Vladimir 
Putin supported legislation in the Russian Duma in 2006 
limiting the ability of non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) to operate in Russia. No doubt, Yanukovych 
would also like to restrict the presence western NGOs 
which offer financial support to organizations commit- 
ted to democracy-building and Ukraine’s Euro-Atlan- 
tic integration. The Renaissance projects targeted by 
the SBU so far are not political, yet it’s clearly the strat- 
egy of the current government to slowly and gradually 
eliminate the Western presence. If the Renaissance Fund 
is strangled, so go many Ukrainian NGOs. 
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PRU fashions its election strategy | Press freedom under 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The Party of Regions (PRU), 
according to an extensive analysis in Ukrayinska Pravda, is 
seeking to obtain a majority in local councils in the October 
local elections. If the Party of Regions secures a majority in 
the area between the Don (the Russian-Ukrainian border) and 
Zbruch (the former Tsarist-Austro-Hungarian border) rivers, 
it will control Ukraine. 

This represents a battle for the hearts and minds of the 
swing region of central Ukraine. In the 1994 elections this 
region voted for Leonid Kuchma giving him a slim 52 per- 
cent victory and ten years later the region voted for Viktor 
Yushchenko yielding a similar victory. 

That Western Ukraine has been written off as a no-win 
region for the Party of Regions could be seen in presidential 
congratulations sent to Donetsk on its annual holiday. Ternopil, 
which celebrated its 470th anniversary on the same day, was 
ignored. A five point strategy has been developed to win back 
central Ukraine; returning Ukraine to its 1994 level of na- 
tion-building. Initially, this strategy aims to undermine the 
largest opposition and most popular political force in central 
Ukraine, the Yulia Tymoshenko bloc (В УиТ). BYuT has been 
targeted in three ways. 

The first involved raids on its local headquarters by the 
tax police and the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU). Attempts 
to discredit Tymoshenko have centered upon the arrest of high 
profile individuals from her 2007-2010 government on 
charges of “corruption” or accusations of criminality against 
others. Finally, Tymoshenko has had her presence on televi- 
sion restricted while television is used to negatively portray 
the opposition. 

Moreover, elections have been cancelled where they are 
likely to produce a poor election result. In May a draft law 
was drawn up to end elections for the post of Kyiv mayor, 
who would henceforth be the same person as head of the Kyiv 
city state administration (a governor appointed by the presi- 
dent). The draft law was criticized and dropped in favour of 
the authorities undertaking a silent coup by removing the 
maverick and unpopular Mayor, Leonid Chernovetsky. Act- 
ing Mayor, Oleksandr Popov, was parachuted into the mayor’s 
office, where he is deputy head of the city council, and the 
Chermovetsky clan, widely criticized for corrupt land deals, 
has left the spotlight. Kyiv city council secretary, Oles 
Dovhiy’s office was searched by the SBU. 

The Chernovetsky clan was most likely subject to a re- 
turn to Kuchma’s policy of what Yale University’s Keith 
Darden has described as the “blackmail state.” The SBU has 
always collected files on corruption within Ukraine’s elites 
to keep them in line. If they do not heed their threats criminal 
charges are instituted. On Aug. 25, the Kyiv city council voted 
to cancel rayon elections and therefore the Kyiv city elec- 
tions in October. The Party of Regions has never been popu- 
lar in the city. 

In addition, the election law was changed from a full pro- 
portional to a full majority system. The proportional local 
election law was criticized for ignoring the fact that political 
parties were not well represented at local level and failing to 
provide local individuals to represent them. At the same time, 


the new law slows the development of political parties and 
encourages businessmen and officials to campaign as “inde- 
pendents” who are open to “inducements” to join Party of 
Regions led majorities in local councils. 

Supporting satellite parties act to draw away support for 
opposition, these include Yushchenko’s former chief of staff 
Viktor Baloga’s United Center, government member Mikhail 
Brodsky’s Party of Free Democrats, Parliamentary Speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn’s People’s Party and the communists. Sat- 
ellites have successfully recruited former NGO leaders, such 
as Thor Ророу, and think tank experts, such as Vadym Karasiov 
(both United Center) and Kost Bondarenko (Serhiy Tihipko’s 
Strong Ukraine Party) to give them respectability and “new 
faces.” The PRUscould receive a majority in central Ukraine’s 
local councils by adding its votes with “independents” elected 
in majority seats and deputies from the Strong Ukraine Party, 
according to Ukrainian political expert Volodymyr Fesenko. 

Finally, the new law on local elections was amended to 
permit all registered parties to campaign. This is more likely 
to negatively affect the opposition as it will permit Arseniy 
Yatseniuk’s Front for Change and other parties that have 
emerged from the “Orange” camp to compete for the same 
votes. The Party of Regions faces few threats to its domi- 
nance in the east and south. 

The authorities’ strategy has a number of weaknesses. These 
include the poor socio-economic situation following the 50 
percent increase in utility prices on Aug. І mandated by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMB), dislike of the increased 
pension age from 55 to 60, growing divisions in the Party of 
Regions (as seen in more than one candidate for mayoral elec- 
tions), low popularity of satellite parties and growing opposi- 
tion from the middle class (small-medium businessmen sub- 
jected to high tax pressure), civil society and journalists. 

Yanukovych campaigned on a populist pledge not to in- 
crease utility prices and in April 2010, the Black Sea Fleet 
base extension was promoted positively as leading to a 30 
percent discounted gas price. Higher utility prices led to sup- 
port for the accords declining from 59 to 47 percent. 

The Party of Regions popularity has slumped from 41 
percent to 28 percent and Yanukovych’s popularity has de- 
clined from 40 percent to 22 percent between May and Au- 
gust. Only 26 percent believe Ukraine is heading in the right 
direction compared to 43 percent in May, while 16 percent 
consider that the authorities are fulfilling their hopes (down 
from 25 percent). Moreover, 48 percent believe that the au- 
thorities are defending their own interests. 

The authorities’ main hope is that these weaknesses will 
be trumped by voter apathy in western-central “Orange” 
Ukraine, opposition splits and low levels of support for all 
opposition leaders. The October local elections will deter- 
mine the future for the president’s plans to postpone parlia- 
mentary elections until 2015, rather than the mandated 2012, 
whether the president’s term is extended from five to seven 
years and if the 2004 constitutional reforms are annulled and 
Ukraine returns to the presidential system that it had between 
1996-2005. If the PRU wins a majority in local councils from 
the Don to the Zbruch these three steps pursued by 
Yanukovych will be successfully pushed through. 


Orange Revolution erased from textbooks 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation Blog)—An analysis and interview 
with textbook author and historian Viktor Mysan published in 
Ukrayinska Pravda reveals the ideological orientation of the 
Ukrainian authorities who came to power in February. During 
the preceding five years, Viktor Yanukovych had never ac- 
cepted the legitimacy of the Orange Revolution or his defeat 
in 2004, ignoring a Supreme Court ruling and parliamentary 
resolution, and, worse still, adhered to the Russian view that 
the mass protests were nothing more than ‘political technol- 
ogy. This is post-Soviet speak for a black ops conspiracy that 
was undertaken by the US through the rhetoric of democracy 
promotion pursued by the Bush administration. 

It was always, therefore, a mistake to view Yanukovych in 
the 2010 elections, despite five years of ‘grooming’ by U.S. 
consultants Manafort and Davis, as a ‘re-born democrat.’ In 
order for this to be true, Yanukovych would have had to con- 
demn the mass fraud committed in the 2004 elections, em- 
brace the authenticity and domestic origins of the Orange 
Revolution and accept his own defeat. 

This unwillingness to accept responsibility casts a shadow 
over another aspiring politician — Deputy Prime Minister 
Serhiy Tihipko — who seeks to refashion himself as a ‘re- 
born new face democrat.’ Tihipko has also steadfastly refused 
to condemn the 2004 fraud that took place when he was head 
of Yanukovych’s election campaign. Therefore, we cannot 
trust the genuineness of his democratic credentials until he 
acts like a democrat and condemns the 2004 election fraud. 

The real Yanukovych (not the PR version of this year’s elec- 
tion that most Western newspapers such as the Financial Times 
accepted) has always had the same hostile view of the ‘or- 
ange nightmare’ (as he once put it) as Russian leaders. It is 
therefore no wonder that his Minister of Education, Dmytro 
Tabachnyk, has quickly taken the initiative to remove the 
Orange Revolution from school textbooks in a move that 
smacks of George Orwell’s famous novel 1984. 


Ukraine retains a Soviet-style centralization of educational 
policy and textbooks published in Kyiv are distributed in both 
Ukrainian and Russian throughout the country. The textbooks 
for the fifth class that are being published in a 506,000 print 
run have a new front cover void of the background contain- 
ing the Orange Revolution protests that was included in the 
2005 edition. The 2010 edition has only Cossack leaders on 
the front cover. In the 2010 edition the Orange Revolution is 
ignored and replaced by very brief information on the 2004 
and 2010 presidential elections, the Viktor Yushchenko presi- 
dency and the election of Yanukovych. 

Mysan places the removal of the Orange Revolution within 
the context of an overall new line in the 2010 edition that 
portrays the authorities as bowing to Russian pressure. “The 
majority of the Ministry’s recommendations (to the author) 
are tied to the formation of another, less aggressive, face of 
our eastern neighbour — Russia.” Besides the Orange Revo- 
lution, other episodes that have been cut out of the new edi- 
tion include when Ukrainians fought against Russia for inde- 
pendence. Also, the 1933 famine is no longer designated as 
‘artificial’ and directed against Ukraine. 

These 20 ‘recommendations’ of the Ministry of Education 
are the first that textbook writers such as Mysan have been 
forced to deal with throughout independent Ukraine’s 14 pre- 
vious governments. The 2010 edition edits out parts of Ukrai- 
nian history that are seen as ‘anti-Russian’ by Moscow, as 
reflected in the condemnation of Ukraine’s humanities poli- 
cies under Yushchenko in President Dmitri Medvedev’s Au- 
gust 2009 open letter to the Ukrainian president. 

The Orange Revolution followed the Serbian ‘bulldozer’ 
and Georgian ‘Rose’ democratic revolutions in 2000 and 2003 
respectively. These in turn followed mass protests that had 
similarly removed post-communist leaders who had retained 
power after the collapse of communism in Romania (1996), 
Bulgaria (1997), Slovakia (1998) and Croatia (1999). 

Cont. on Page 13 


threat in Ukraine 


By Alexa Chopivsky 

(RFE/RL)—Ten years ago, the decapitated corpse of in- 
vestigative journalist Heorhiy Gongadze was found in a for- 
est outside Kyiv. The “Melnychenko tapes” allegedly impli- 
cated then-President Leonid Kuchma’s government in the 
journalist’s kidnapping and death. 

Five years later, the Orange Revolution brought to Ukraine 
greater liberties than any of its ex-Soviet comrades, with the 
exception of the Baltic states. But today, just six months after 
taking office, the government of President Viktor Yanukovych 
is turning back the clock on press freedoms, a revanche that 
poses a stern test for Ukraine’s civil society. 

In 2009, when Viktor Yushchenko was president, Freedom 
House ranked Ukraine 108th of 196 countries in terms of press 
freedom. This was the best score for any ex-Soviet state ex- 
cept the Baltic republics. Russia ranked 175th. 

Yanukovych has stated he is “committed to the integration 
of European values in Ukraine.” But his policies are a differ- 
ent story. 

Last month, the International Press Institute wrote 
Yanukovych to “express its concern at the significant dete- 
rioration” in press freedom. Reporters Without Borders warns 
of disturbing recent trends in censorship, political pressure, 
and physical attacks on journalists, and criticizes “the 
government’s desire to control journalists” in its latest fact- 
finding report. 

Press freedoms are under attack in many ways. In May, jour- 
nalists from Channel 1+1 television released an open letter 
complaining of censorship. In July, after a Ukrainian blogger 
criticized Yanukovych, the State Security Service interrogated 
him for allegedly threatening the president’s life and insult- 
ing him. 

On Aug. 11, newspaper editor Vasyl Klymentyev, a well- 
known critic of the authorities, disappeared. Soon after, the 
interior minister admitted that local law enforcement officials 
may have been involved in the journalist’s disappearance, 
which is being investigated as a possible murder. Hopefully, 
murders of journalists in Russia and the recent suspicious 
death of opposition journalist Aleh Byabenin in Belarus will 
not be repeated in Ukraine. 

Most television networks in Ukraine are now owned by oli- 
garchs friendly to Yanukovych. The most-watched Inter chan- 
nel belongs to State Security Service chief Valeriy 
Khoroshkovskyy. The nation’s top spy also serves on the High 
Council of Justice, which appoints judges. Both are conflicts 
of interest incompatible with democracy. 

Khoroshkovskyy has manoeuvred to expand his media 
empire through court actions against his competitors, the in- 
dependent outlets Channel 5 and TVi. In June they were 
stripped of their broadcast frequencies. A journalists’ group, 
Stop Censorship, demonstrated outside a recent court session 
that confirmed the decision, and their action was not covered 
on central television stations. 

For his part, Yanukovych dismisses censorship claims as 
“just one of the methods of playing politics.” He explains 
possible instances of censorship as “conflicts of media own- 
ers’ interests in the business environment.” 

The West is taking more notice of deteriorating press free- 
doms in Ukraine. Last month, during Yanukovych’s visit to 
Berlin, German Chancellor Angela Merkel was diplomatic 
but direct. Describing her meeting with the Ukrainian presi- 
dent, she said she “made clear that with regard to certain ar- 
eas, in particular in the area of press freedom and freedom of 
opinion, we had certain questions.” 

In short, Merkel called Yanukovych’s bluff. In April the 
Ukrainian president waxed to the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe that “it is a free, independent media 
that must ensure society’s unimpeded access to information.” 

On Sept. 9, William Burns, the U.S. undersecretary of state 
for political affairs, told reporters in Kyiv that there are 
“srounds for concern” about freedom of speech in Ukraine. 
He added that it is impossible to fight corruption without a 
free press, saying, “these things are interconnected.” 

But Yanukovych may have more incentive than just such 
foreign criticism to boost press freedom. His popularity at ~ 
home is plummeting, perhaps in part because of his heavy- 
handed approach to the media. A new poll by the Razumkov 
center says that in August, 22.5 percent of Ukrainians “com- 
pletely support” Yanukovych, down from 40.9 percent in 
April. In February, he was elected with 49 percent of the popu- 
lar vote. 

Hopefully, Merkel’s message hits home in Kyiv. Ukraine’s 
new rulers must better understand the value of peaceful free 
expression іп a democracy if they seek broader legitimacy at 
home and respect abroad. и 

One way Yanukovych can prove his commitment to demo- 
cratic freedoms is to conduct a vigorous investigation into 
who ordered the Gongadze killing, ensuring that any trials 
are fair and open to journalists and the public. 

And let’s pray that Klymentyev’s disappearance is not a 
case of history repeating itself. 

Alexa Chopivsky is a freelance journalist based in Kyiv. The 
views expressed in this commentary are the author’s own and 
do not necessarily reflect those of RFE/RL. 
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(Bottom Line Productions)—Boen Arts is pleased to 
announce Virsky National Dance Company of 
Ukraine’s 2010 Canadian Tour. The tour will commence 
on Oct. 7 in Vancouver and will continue to travel 
throughout British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, Quebec, and Ontario. 

The renowned professional dance ensemble under the 
name of Pavlo Virsky is famous for its bright colors, 
the unity of content and form, and the vivid embodi- 
ment of its stage concept. This magnificent artistic 
group embraces the beauty of its native Ukraine, the 
wisdom of its people, and the folk tradition of humour 
and optimism. Each and every performance is roman- 
tic, elevated, and passionate. The ensemble’s diverse 
concert programs have been warmly received by audi- 
ences in over sixty countries including Mexico, the 
United States, Cuba, Venezuela, Vietnam, India, China, 
Brazil, and Korea. Virsky started in 1937 by two well 
known Ukrainian ballet masters, Pavlo Virsky and 
Mykola Bolotoy. From 1955 to 1975 the group was 
lead by Virsky whose exciting choreography has 
amazed the dance world for years. Virsky was respon- 


Virsky National Dance Company of Ukraine perform the Hopak. 


Virsky tour to begin Oct. 7 
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Yard in bloom 
Ukrainian Dnipro Choir member Stephania Bayduza was the winner of the Natural Front Yard category for the 
“Edmonton in Bloom Awards 2010". In her citation, signed by Coun. Ben Henderson, it states that Edmonton 


salutes Bayduza “for your efforts contributing to civic beauty and making Edmonton a better place in which to 
live and grow” . Picture above: Bayduza works in her yard. 
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sible for the creation of such master pieces as We’re 
from Ukraine, Under a Cherry Tree, We Remember, 
Zaporozhtsi, Vyshyval’nytsi, Povzunets and the famed 
Hopak. It was under the guidance of Virsky that the 
company matured into the professional dance ensemble 
that the world enjoys today. 

In 1980, Myroslav Vantukh, Virsky’s disciple and an 
expert in folk traditions and ethnography took over from 
Virsky and continued the creative genius, preservation 
and development of folk choreographic art. He is cred- 
ited with a wealth of dance numbers including Ukraine, 
My Ukraine, The Carpathians, The Dance with Tam- 
bourines, The Gypsy Dance, Kozachok, and Volyn 
Dance. These dances provide the audience with exquis- 
ite moves, colourful costumes, creative plots and a 
wealth of musical tunes. Virsky continues to grow un- 
der the direction of Vantukh as he takes the dancers to 
new heights of accomplishment through his ever expand- 
ing repertoire of new dances and continues to entertain 
and educate the world about the talents of the Ukraine. 

For more information on Virsky and on the 2010 Ca- 
nadian Tour please visit www.boenarts.com 


Їх ча уко 
PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Interpreter Bruce MacGregor demonstrates stooking techniques. 


Pioneer 
harvest techniques 
demonstrated at 


Ukrainian Village 


(UkrNews)—Close to 2,000 visitors got a chance to experience harvest 
activities performed in the Ukrainian pioneer manner at the Harvest of the 
Past and Taste of Heritage Food Festival, held mat the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village, located 50 kilometres east of Edmonton, Sept. 12. 

Historical interpreters, dressed in the costumes of the period demon- 
strated various pioneer techniques including stooking, grinding grain, flail- 
ing, drying flowers & herbs, feather stripping, canning home grown pro- 
duce wool carding, kapusta-making, quilt-making and winnowing. Even 
telegraphers were on hand to send out messages in Morse code. 

Due to the weather forecast, the field work and threshing activities for 
this year were cancelled. 

Visitors also had a chance to sample some of the finest Alberta-pro- 
duced foods at the Taste of Heritage Food Festival and bread baked right 
at the Village from their authentic Red Fife, Canada’s oldest successfully 
grown variety of wheat. 

Enough of the heritage grain was obtained from two remaining sources, 
allowing by the Village, allowing their staff to plant three acres. 

It is named after David Fife, who first grew the wheat in 1842 in south- 
em Ontario, and is known to have originated in what is now Western 
Ukraine. 

Wheat has always played a strong role in Ukrainian customs and ritu- 
als, and is associated with ancestry, fertility and prosperity. So it was natural 
that the early Ukrainian pioneers who farmed in Western Canada brought 
sacks of seed with them to replant familiar crops over here. But they would 
refer to this wheat by one of the names used in the Old Country - “Chervona 
Vusata.” 

The wheat had high milling qualities and was known for making excep- 
tional baked goods with extremely white flour. 

Various arts, crafts and other goods were available at the Village Mar- 
ket while bands such as The Diamonds, Paul Kobasiuk & Friends, 
Edmonton & District Square Dancers and Night Hawks Band entertained. 

The Chychul Orchestra played on the Kalyna Idol Stage near the Silska 
Domiwka/Red Barn, prior to the Kalyna Idol contest itself. 

This year’s Idol winners were: Junior Division (12 years and under): 
1st Place Jade Lysyk, Redwater, 2nd Place (ties) Tayler Sirant, St. Paul 
and Kayleigh Simpson, Ft. Saskatchewan; Intermediate Division (13 - 18 
years): Ist Place Katelyn Borle, Sherwood Park, 2nd Place Tanya Bombak, 
Vegreville, 3rd Place Contestant Olivia Berube, Vegreville; Open Divi- 
sion (19 years and older): Ist Place Ky Babyn, St. Paul/Edmonton, 2nd 
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| Place Jaclyn Paches, Smoky Lake/Edmonton, 3rd Place Tammy Farkes, 


Edmonton. 

Exhibitors at the Red Barn included Alberta-Ukraine Genealogy, An- 
drew Garlic Festival, Edmonton Beekeepers Association, Kalyna Coun- 
try Ecomuseum, Northern Alberta Wood Carvers and Shooting Star Ranch. 
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was lead by Fr. Janko Koloshnaj of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church and 
V. Rey. Archpriest Alex Hupka of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 
The service took place on the band 
shell at the festival site. Approxi- 
mately 100 festival participants re- 
spectfully listened to the service. 

After the service, the Canadian 
flag was raised by Kelly Block, MP 
for Saskatoon, Rosetown and 
Biggar. With the flag waving boldly 
in the breeze, everyone present par- 
ticipated in the singing of the Cana- 
dian and Ukrainian national an- 
thems. 

Attention was then diverted to the 
festival stage where a continuous 
program of music, song and dance 
continued all-afternoon. Food and 
beverage services were supplied by 
vendors representing various Ukrai- 
nian organizations. The beer garden 
again featured Ukrainian Day’s own 
private label beers, “Zabava” and 
“Bood’mo”. The featured cultural 
display consisted of a photo exhibit 
mounted by the organizing commit- 
tee, featuring photographs from 
each of the previous nine festivals. 
A repeat feature at Ukrainian Day 
in the Park was the “Village of Ori- 
gin” display manned by Ludvik 
Marianych of Smoky Lake, AB. 
Marianych spent the entire after- 
noon discussing Ukrainian origins 
with patrons of Ukrainian Day. The 
Bayda Kozaks provided a number 
of costumed members to pose for 
photographs. The Bishop Filevich 
Ukrainian Bilingual School Coun- 
cil organized a “make-your-own 
head band or book mark” activity for 
children, while a, face painting and 
picture-colouring, station was pro- 
vided by the Mendel Art Gallery. A 
number of vendors lined a park 
walkway selling handcrafts, books 
and souvenirs. 

MCs George Hupka & Lesia 
Sorokan, presided over the official 
opening ceremonies. The MCs com- 
mented on the development of 
Ukrainian festivals in Saskatoon. 
Vesna Festival began in 1974, the 
Karpaty Pavilion at Folkfest started 


in 1984 and Saskatchewan’s опіу | 9ї 


outdoor Ukrainian festival — Ukrai- 


nian Day in the Park, began in 2001. г 


All three festivals continue until this 


day as celebrations of Ukrainian Ca- | | 


nadian culture. 


At the official opening, Don Mor- 


gan, Minister of Justice and MLA 


for the constituency of Saskatoon} | 


South-East gave greetings on behalf 


See Heer 
PHOTO — AL KACHKOWSKI 
Theresa Sokyrka 


popular Ukrainian folk songs. Katya 
Khartova, in her third appearance at 
Ukrainian Day in the Park, sang 
Ukzainian folk songs both a cappella 
and with musical accompaniment. 
The Lastiwka Ukrainian Orthodox 
Choir & Orchestra returned to the 
stage this year and created a huge 
impression. Rounding out the sched- 
ule of entertainers were the Saska- 
toon dance groups, the Yevshan 
Ukrainian Folk Ballet Ensemble, 
Rushnychok, Boyan, and the Saska- 
toon School of Dance. 


The MCs announced that both the 
provincial and federal governments 
have proclaimed 2010 to be the 
“Year of the Metis’, which provides 
recognition and acknowledgement 
of the contributions and sacrifices 
which many generations of Metis 
people have made in Canada. The 
2010 “Year of the Metis’ also com- 
memorates the 125th anniversary of 
the Northwest Resistance of 1885. 
In honour of the Year of the Metis, 
guest artist Scott Duffee performed 
the popular Metis dance, the Red 
River Jig accompanied by Nadia 
Bobchouk. 

Back for his second appearance, 
was last year’s Ecuadorian group 
member Guillermo Santillon. The 
Ecuadorian indigenous musician 
performed enchanting Andian mu- 
sic on a variety of instruments. 

The stage show concluded with 
the now-traditional launching of 500 
multi-coloured helium-filled bal- 
loons that sparkled in the sunshine 
as they rose into the sky to the stir- 
ring sounds of the song Yak u nas 
na Ukraini sung live by Katya 
Khartova. 


PHOTO —JUDY-ANNE CHABUN 
Balloons ready for launch. 


Open. Decisive. Fair. 


of the provincial government. Pat} й 


Lorje, member of the Saskatoon 


City Council spoke on behalf of the | | 
City and thanked organizers and] | 
patrons for the cultural enrichment | | 


that Ukrainian Day in the Park рго-| || 


vides to 
SB, Chair of the Organizing Com- 
mittee for Ukrainian Day in the Park 
and Vice-President of the UCC‘s 
Saskatchewan Provincial Council 
expressed appreciation for all the 
support given to the event by spon- 
sors and donors, upon which the 
success of the event depends. 
Mykola Karnaukh, board member of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Saskatoon Branch, which presents 
this festival, to brought Ukrainian 
language greetings to all, especially 
to the newly arrived people from 
Ukraine. 

Out-of-town entertainment came 
from the Barveenok Dancers and the 
Veselka Choir from Prince Albert as 
well as Humboldt violinist, Nadia 
Bobchouk, accompanied on key- 
board by Arthur LaVertu. Appear- 
ing for the first time at Ukrainian 
Day, Oleksandr Holovko, a young 
vocalist trained in Ukraine, rendered 


the city. Slawko}] | 
Kindrachuk, President of the UCC- | | 
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Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

3 вересня депутати Львівської облради, 
за кілька тижнів до місцевих виборів, ви-- 
словили недовіру голові Львівської ОДА, 
регіоналу Василеві Горбалю. За це рішення 
проголосували 66 депутатів, 10 - були 
проти, 8 - утримались. У голосуванні взяли 
участь 87 із 120 депутатів. Раніше цього 
року, 18 травня, львівським обранцям 
забракло трьох голосів, щоб висловити 
регіоналові Василеві Горбалю недовіру. 

Понад 10 депутатів Львівської облради 
були звільнені Василем Горбалем із посад 
у виконавчій владі. Тому рішення львів- 
ських обранців щодо висловлення недовіри 
Василеві Горбалю було прогнозоване. 
Раніше, 18 травня, депутати від влади 
сподівались ще залишитись при посадах і 
тому не голосували проти голови ОДА. 

Горбаль не захотів поділитись владою в 
області і отримав у відповідь недовіру 
депутатського корпусу. Відтак, Президент 
Віктор Янукович має усі підстави розгля - 
нути питання про доцільність перебування 
Горбаля на посаді керівника області. Адже 
згідно Закону «Про місцеве самоврядуван-- 
ня в Україні», обласна рада шляхом таєм-- 
ного голосування може висловити недовіру 
голові відповідної місцевої адміністрації, на 
підставі чого Президент ухвалює рішення 
i дає відповідній раді відповідь. 

Також, львівські депутати звернуться до 
спікера парламенту, щоб той ініціював 
подання до суду про дострокове припинення 
Горбалем повноваження народного депу-- 
тата. На останньому засіданні, 7 вересня, 
карточка депутата Горбаля «брала участь» 
у голосуванні. 

Питання про висловлення недовіри пред-- 
ставникові Президента ініціювала фракція 
БЮТ, яку підтримали «свободівці» і «на- 
шоукраїнці». Горбаля називають представ. - 
ником антиукраїнської i прокремлівської 
влади. 

«Горбалю висловлюємо недовіру за по-- 
рушення Конституції, бо він досі не склав 
депутатські повноваження, ще сьогодні не 
зареєстрований проект про припинення 


Голова Львівської обласної державної 
адміністрації Василь Горбаль 


повноважень. Він самоусунувся від належ-- 
ного виконання обов'язків голови ОДА», 
заявив керівник фракції БЮТ Іван 
Стецькович. 

Тим часом, Горбаль зазначив, що рішення 
ради не вплине на графік роботи його 
команди 1 назвав його політичним кроком 
за кілька тижнів перед виборами. Цим, за 
його словами, політичні сили намагаються 
відволікти увагу населення від реальних 
проблем в області. 

«Львівським депутатам треба на чомусь 
піаритись 1 багато з них говорили, що це 
робитимуть на кожному кроці», каже 
Горбаль. «Багато говоримо про політичну 
відповідальність, а вона полягає у звітності 
перед громадськістю, наразі цього немає. 
Тут лише демонструють закляту опози- 
ційність. Це теж шлях до виборця». 

Львівські експерти прогнозують, що 
Горбаль не піде у відставку. Бо в Україні є 
чимало прецедентів, коли депутатські 
рішення про недовіру голові ОДА були 
проігноровані Президентом. 

Регіонал Василь Горбаль, вихідець зі 
Львова, нині активно займається виборчою 
кампанією на Львівщині. Він контролює 
державні ЗМІ i за 120 днів перебування на 
посаді став більш відомий в області, аніж 
його попередник за два роки. Це вислід 
роботи його піар-служби, а також цьому 
сприяє слабка опозиція і місцеві партії, які 
зазнали «політичної девальвації». 


Україні загрожує зміна 
політичного режиму — експерти 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Виборча кампанія, котра вже стартувала 
в Україні, може стати останнім кроком до 
встановлення авторитарного режиму, вва-- 
жають у Фонді «Демократичні ініціативи». 
"Такі побоювання викликані низькою якістю 
закону про місцеві вибори, та пасивною 
тактикою опозиційних політичних сил. 
Експерти не покладають особливих надій, 
навіть, на спостереження за перебігом 
голосування та підрахунку голосів. 

Те, як відбудуться вибори до органів 
місцевого самоврядування, свідчитиме про 
наявність або відсутність планів чинної 
державної влади щодо знищення політичної 
конкуренції в Україні, заявила в в інтерв'ю 
Радіо Свобода директор Фонду «Демокра- 
тичні ініціативи» Грина Бекешкіна. 

«Я маю на увазі зміну політичного 
режиму. Тобто встановлення послідовного 
авторитарного режиму. Застосування 
адміністративного ресурсу по всій країні - 
на це спрямовані були зміни у формуванні 
територіальних комісій. Це неможливість 
оскарження результатів комісій, це 
безправне положення спостерігачів на 
виборах. Багато норм передбачено для 
того, щоб вибори фальсифікувалися по 
всій країні», наголосила вона. 

Водночас, президент Аналітичного цент-- 
ру «Відкрита політика» Ігор Жданов вва- 
жає, що наступ на політичну конкуренцію 
вже відбувся. Законодавство обмежує пра-- 
во місцевих громад на представництво в 
органах влади, каже він. 

«Уперше заборонено самовисування і це 
дуже важливий фактор, який впливає на 
вибори. Коли ми говоримо про адміністра-- 
тивний ресурс, ми маємо на увазі і такі 
брудні методи, коли не дають змогу бало-- 
туватися окремим депутатам - це і буде 


головною характеристикою майбутньої 
кампанії», - відзначає політолог. 

Крім того, проблеми з перереєстрацією 
місцевих осередків партії «Батьківщина» 
та передвиборча риторика представників 
цієї політичної сили свідчать про те, що 
опозиція не чинить достатнього опору 
використанню владою адміністративного 
ресурсу, вважає керівник компанії «Юк- 
рейніан соціолоджи сервіс» Олександр 
Вишняк. 

«Найбільша опозиційна сила невідомо де 
буде зареєстрована. А саме головне, (вона 
= pel.) навіть, не ставить завдання перемог. - 
ти на цих виборах. Ставить завдання 
провести опозицію», зауважує Вишняк. 

Запобігти масовому використанню 
адміністративного ресурсу владою та 
фальшуванню результатів виборів обіцяє 
голова Громадянської мережі «Опора» 
Ольга Айвазовська. 

«Ми будемо здійснювати всеукраїнське 
громадське спостереження за цією 
виборчою кампанією. Одна тисяча три 
спостерігачі будуть працювати на діль- 
ницях. Буде покрито 100 відсотків терито -- 
ріальних виборчих комісій обласного рівня, 
50 відсотків міських ТВК, 25 відсотків 
районних ТВК та 5 відсотків селищних», — 
повідомила вона. 

Утім, на думку Бекешкіної одне лише 
спостереження не дасть відповідей на всі 
питання, оскільки, закон про місцеві 
вибори є таким, що, навіть, не порушуючи 
його, представники влади можуть впливати 
на результат голосування. Відтак, єдиним 
надійним запобіжником від встановлення в 
Україні авторитарного режиму, в нинішній 
ситуації, може бути лише небажання влади 
йти таким шляхом та розуміння нею 
переваг демократичного устрою. 
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"Василь Горбаль - «жертва» | УГКЦ активніше опікуватиметься 
Львівської облради 


трудовими 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Тема міграції стала головною на Синоді 
Єпископів УГКЦ у Львові. За кордоном 
налічується близько півтори тисячі греко- 
католицьких церков. А їхніми парафіянами 
є й українські мігранти. Представники ук - 
раїнських заробітчан із Італії поділились 
на Синоді своїми проблемами. Єпископи 
УГКЦ ухвалили Послання до вірних і 
обговорили питання, як краще сьогодні 
допомогти українцям за кордоном. 

Трудові мігранти розповіли єпископам не 
лише про свої проблеми, a й про роль Церк-- 
ви в їхньому житті на чужині. Бо чимало 
людей саме поза межами батьківщини 
стали активними парафіянами. 

Для багатьох мігрантів духовна підтрим-- 
ка є порятунком на чужині, зауважив у po3— 
мові єпископ УГКЦ Гліб Лончина, який 
опікується вірними в Англії. Лише за цей 
рік у Лондоні в катедрі охрестили 80 малят, 
чиї батьки приїхали на роботу. Це є свід- 
ченням того, що українські мігранти ста- 
новлять досить чисельну громаду, пере- 
важно це нова хвиля міграції. А головною 
причиною того, що люди змушені покинути 
батьківщину, вони називають втрату ро- 
боти на батьківщині, відсутність можли-- 
востей себе реалізувати. 

«Найважливіше для мене об'єднати цих 
людей, бо вони розкидані по різних місцях. 
У Лондоні їх найбільше, бо там можуть 
знайти працю. Важливо творити струк- 
тури, щоб ці люди могли приходити, помо-- 
литись, поспілкуватись. Важливо допо- 
могти, щоб ці люди чулися гідно, бо важко 
працюють. Багато з них на нелегальному 
статусі, мають страх і це тяжіє над ними. 
Тому потрібна підтримка. Коли хтось не 
має документів на легальне перебування, 
то ми не маємо права давати їм шлюб. Це 
ускладнює нашу працю», говорить владика 
Гліб. «Не маємо можливостей на більшу ка- 
техизацію. Зараз будемо цю проблему ви-- 
рішувати. Уже є багато змішаних родин. 
Більшість людей працюють на будовах, 
опікуються літніми британцями. Водночас 
є багато молодих людей, які стажувались, 
навчались в Англії і легально залишились, 
мають дуже добру роботу, високі посади. 
Це теж наші парафіяни. Біда в тім, що 
Україна стільки років втрачає найваж- 
ливіше — мозок», каже єпископ. 

Українець Віталій Осмоловський меш-- 
кає в Італії і вивчає там філософію. Він 
зазначає, що священики мають великі 
можливості допомагати людям, але не всі 
їх використовують. Це залежить передусім 
від бажання працювати з людьми. Серед 
інших проблем українських заробітчан в 
Італії виділив брак приязного ставлення 
один до одного. 

«На початку є єдність, потім хтось менше 
заробляє, а хтось більше, трапляються 
конфлікти і неприязнь. Людям бракує 
злагоди поміж собою. Навіть в Італії по- 
ділені на такі анклави: Львів, Тернопіль, 
Івано-Франківськ», розповів Осмоловський. 

Синод єпископів УГКЦ зверне увагу на 


мігрантами 


Глава Української Греко-Католицької 
Церкви Блаженніший Любомир Гузар 


активнішу роботу священиків з мігран- 
тами. Коли людина мігрувала, то вона має 
знаходити підтримку у Церкві, наголошує 
у розмові єпископ Петро Стасюк, який є 
духовним провідником українців в Ав- 
стралії. Владика розповів, що представники 
нової хвилі міграції спершу зосереджують 
усю увагу на грошах, вони погоджуються 
працювати на найважчій роботі, в таких 
місцях, де немає українців. Ці люди не час- 
то бувають у Церкві. Однак, проживши 5- 
8 років, вони тягнуться до храму i posy— 
міють потребу в українській мові Ta куль-- 
турі. Скажімо духовенство Австралії 
допомагає зараз у створенні українських 
осередків в Новій Зеландії. 

«Кожна людина потребує допомоги, 
опіки, поради. Переважно в Австралію 
приїжджають російськомовні мігранти з 
України. Тут мало вихідців із Західної 
України. Вони стараються якомога швидше 
вивчити мову, у них інші забави, інші пісні 
і музика. Українцям, попередніх хвиль 
міграцій, які змушені були виїхати х 
політичних мотивів, не до вподоби те, що 
нова хвиля не шанує української мови», 
каже владика Петро. «Ми маємо більше 
розуміти цих нових мігрантів, запрошувати 
їх до нас на зустрічі, маємо дати їм нагоду 
i пошанувати їх, щоб вони могли самі 
реалізувати якісь свої проекти, вчити їх 
звичаїв та українських традицій. Нові 
мігранти не хочуть йти до Церкви, бо 
зайняті важкою працею, але з часом вони 
стають практикуючими вірними», розповів 
єпископ Стасюк. 

Синод єпископів звернув увагу і на ро- 
боту священиків в Україні з заробітчанами, 
які повернулись. Колишні трудові мігранти 
розповіли владикам, що їм важко 
адаптуватись в суспільстві, вони не можуть 
змиритись з українськими реаліями, а 
священики не розуміють їхній духовний і 
психологічний стан, навіть трапляються 
випадки, коли цих людей виганяють з 
храму, у селі до них вороже ставлення. 

На Синоді єпископів прозвучала ідея про 
спорудження пам'ятника заробітчанам у 
Зарваниці, що на Тернопільщині. Бо це 
паломницьке місце притягує і тих, хто 
збирається на чужину, і хто повернувся 
додому. 


Партія регіонів має у Львові більше 
прихильників, ніж «Наша Україна» 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Половина львів'ян не можуть назвати 
жодної інституції, якій вони довіряють. 
Більше 3396 мешканців найбільшу довіру 
мають до церкви, а найменшу до політич-- 
них партій. Такими є настрої львів'ян на 
старті виборчої кампанії за даними опи-- 
тування «Соціоїнформ». A це, за оцінками 
місцевих політологів, тривожний сигнал. 

За результатами опитування «Соціоін-- 
форм», близько 20% львів'ян проголосу-- 
ють на виборах до Львівської міськради за 
ВО «Свобода», 15% - за партію «Батьків-- 
щина», майже 9% віддадуть свої голоси за 
«Фронт змін», за Партію регіонів - 6%. 
Мають шанс отримати депутатські мандати 
також «Наша Україна», «Сильна Україна» 
та «Пора». 

Схожий розподіл голосів буде і на вибо- 
рах Львівської обласної ради. 


Однак, кожен шостий виборець ще не 
визначився, кого підтримати на місцевих 
виборах. При цьому мешканці називають 
політичні партії корумпованими інститу-- 
ціями на рівні з прокуратурою і міською 
владою. 

Галичани підтримують націоналістичні і 
християнсько-демократичні цінності, а 
третина респондентів або ж вагаються, або 
ж не підтримують жодної ідеології. 

Щодо претендентів на крісло мера 
Львова, згідно опитувань, лідером є діючий 
міський голова Андрій Садовий, який 
припинив своє членство у партії «Наша 
Україна». Имовірно, з огляду на її низький 
рейтинг, бо нашоукраїнці мають менше 
прихильників, ніж регіонали. Конкурентом 
у боротьбі за крісло мера в Андрія Садо- 
вого буде народний депутат від Партії 
регіонів Петро Писарчук. 
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UGCC head lays capsule | UGCC bishops expect 
for new UCU campus 


(RISU)—On Sept 5, in Lviv, Pa- 
triarch Lubomyr, the head of the 


Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 


in concelebration with 32 bishops 
from Ukraine, Western Europe, 
America and Australia and the 
clergy laid a capsule in the founda- 
tion of the future residence build- 
ing of the university campus of the 
Ukrainian Catholic University, a 
unique project for Ukraine. The 
campus will also include a church, 
academic buildings, library, infor- 
mation center, museum, and hotel. 
The construction is to be completed 
in 2020. 

The head of UGCC stressed that 


the UCU is something more than an | 


academic institution. “It is a com- 
munity of people, students, teach- 
ers, employees, who seek their fu- 
ture in combining modern scientific/ 
scholarly achievements and pro- 
found experience of the faith of the 
martyrs. For with the help of the 
experience of the martyrdom, we 
can have a deeper insight in the 


Patriarch Lubomyr lays the capsule for UCU. 


sense of our existence.” 

“Our university opens the eyes to 
the truth of life not only by means 
of the positive science. It is a com- 
munity of witnesses, who meet the 
needs of the present time and stress 
the value and dignity of a person. 
Your activity is а very important fac- 


tor in the development of a new and 
better future,” noted Patriarch 
Lubomyr. 

The mayor of Lviv, Andrii 
Sadovyi, called the university cam- 
pus of UCU “a town of tomorrow, 
which is being built on the founda- 
tion of faith and science.” 


MLAP provides sparkle of hope 
for teenage girls 1 in Ukraine 


By Mila Luchak, 
Member of Maple 
Leaf Alberta 
Projects. 

Maple Leaf 
Alberta Projects 
(MLAP) is acom- 
mittee in Edmon- 
ton working to- 
wards providing a 
sparkle of hope in 
the lives of teen- 
age girls in Uk- 
raine. Many Uk- 
rainian Canadians 
have traveled to 
Ukraine and have 
witnessed the 
poverty, alcohol- 
ism and numer- 
ous orphanages 
full of children 
abandoned by 
parents with these 
afflictions. The 
directors, clergy, 
and social work- 


Mila Luchak troweling the bricks and mortar at the Maple Leaf Safe House in 2009. 


ets of these orphanages have ex- 
pressed a need for a home that could 
provide for the young people who 
are no longer of age to remain in the 
orphanage. 

Often, young women who leave 
the orphanages can become victims 
of Human Trafficking and sex sla- 
very under false pretences. It is es- 
timated that over 500,000 women 
from Ukraine are victims of Human 
Trafficking. Maple Leaf Alberta 
Projects is currently renovating a 
structure called the Maple Leaf Safe 
House that would be a safe haven 
and provide the education needed to 
divert young women from Human 
Trafficking in a country that lacks 
the social support networks present 
in Canada. 

The Maple Leaf (Klenovi Lyst) 
Safe House is situated in a village 
in Western Ukraine called Stoyaniv. 
Last summer volunteers from an or- 
ganization in Saskatoon called 
Nashi (which means “Our Children” 
in Ukrainian) traveled to Stoyaniv 
to assist with constructing the safe 
house. The safe house was formerly 


a two-storey kindergarten purchased 
in 2008, and now the structure has 
taken the form of a three-storey 
school as a crew of employed work- 
ers in Ukraine continues the reno- 
vations. 

Along with Maple Leaf Alberta 
Projects working towards complet- 
ing the safe house, it has the follow- 
ing objectives: 

e Promote awareness of Human 
Trafficking in Canada and world- 
wide; 

e Network with local city 
churches, service clubs, media, po- 
lice, and individuals 
(ie. Youth Emergency Services So- 
ciety and WIN House). 

Members of the MLAP commit- 
tee also work together with the Ac- 
tion Coalition on Human Traffick- 
ing (ACT Alberta) and have gained 
support from both Soroptimist In- 
ternational (Edmonton Branch) and 
Women in Black. 

Private donations gifted by both 
Albertans and Canadians across the 
country are the largest source of 
funds for the Maple Leaf Safe House 


outside of international grants. To 
help MLAP reach its goal of com- 
pleting the safe house and establish- 
ing programs for its residents, a 
fundraising dinner of Ukrainian cui- 
sine will be held on Saturday, Octo- 
ber 23, 2010 at the Youth Unity 
Complex. Professor Benjamin 
Perrin from the University of Brit- 
ish Columbia Faculty of Law and a 
Faculty Fellow at the Liu Institute 
for Global Issues will be speaking 
about his crusade against Human 
Trafficking. At this event Professor 
Perrin will also be launching his new 
book Invisible Chains: Canada’s 
Underground World of Human Traf- 
ficking, which exposes cases of hu- 
man trafficking worldwide and even 
locally here in Canada. 

Although Human Trafficking is an 
issue that is overwhelming to many, 
the work of even a handful of indi- 
viduals makes a world of difference. 
Maple Leaf Alberta Projects invites 
you to take part in its fundraising 
event to increase your awareness 
and support a cause indebted to 
helping youth in Ukraine. 


“authoritative reaction” 


from Yanukovych 


Moscow church says UGCC has 
no right for church in Odesa 


(RISU)—The Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
on Sept. 3 addressed Ukraine’s president to express its deep concern over 
the statement of the representative office of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church — Moscow Patriarchate in Odesa of Sept. 1 saying that Greek 
Catholics in Odesa carry out proselytism and that they may not have their 
own church or even prayer house there. The bishops of the UGCC from 
Ukraine and many countries of Europe, North and South America and 
Australia noted that they expect “an authoritative reaction” from Viktor 
Yanukovych to the situation regarding the allotment of land for the con- 
struction of a Greek Catholic church in Odesa. 

The address of the Synod of the UGCC to the head of state stresses that 
the mentioned statement of the press service of the Odesa Eparchy of the 
UOC-MP “contains crying violations of the Constitution of Ukraine and 
the inter-confessional peace which has been established in Ukraine in the 
recent years.” 

The authors of the address to the president refer to Article 24 of the 
Constitution of Ukraine according to which “citizens have equal consti- 
tutional rights and freedoms and are equal before the law” and therefore, 
“there can be no privileges or limitations according to ... religious and 
other beliefs.” However, it follows from the statement issued by Metro- 
politan Ahafanhel that only the Orthodox of the Moscow Patriarchate 
should be granted some special privileges in the Odesa Region, whereas 
the Greek Catholics, who total over 10,000 in Odesa and its suburbs ac- 
cording to official statistics, should be deprived even of the right to have 
“even a prayer house.” 

According to the bishops of the UGCC, neither does Metropolitan 
Ahafanhel pay attention to the provisions of Article 35 of the Constitu- 
tion of Ukraine, which says that “the Church and religious organizations 
are separated from the state.” According to the hierarchs of the UGCC, 
the statement of Metropolitan Ahafanhel openly puts pressure on the state 
authorities who are in charge of allocating a plot for the construction of 
the church of the UGCC as it publicly spreads irresponsible statements 
that such construction should be considered “unreasonable and very dan- 
gerous.” 

The bishops of the UGCC also called unacceptable the statement that 
“the construction of the cathedral of the UGCC in Orthodox Odesa will 
cause indignation and protest from the clergy and Orthodox believers of 
the Odesa Region, will create in our peaceful city a situation of interreli- 
gious conflict, and will not be conducive to strengthening peace and so- 
cial agreement in the Odesa Region.” 

The bishops of the UGCC view the content and tone of the statement as 
a conscious and deliberate stirring of inter-confessional intolerance in 
the residents of Odesa and describe it as an open attempt at “stirring up 
religious hatred,” which is in contradiction with the spirit and letter of 
Article 37 of the Constitution of Ukraine. 

The bishops of the UGCC assured the president of their prayers and 
due respect and stressed that they expect a due response from the head of 
the state to the behaviour of the Odesa Eparchy of the UOC. 


MAPLE LEAF / KLENOVI LYST 
SAFE HOUSE COMMITTEE 
PRESENTS 


“Invisible Chains: Canada’s Underground 
World of Human Trafficking” 


Benjamin Perrin, UBC Law Professor 


“Hero in the Fight Against Modern Day Slavery* 


Dinner, Live Auction & 
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Saturday, October 23, 2010 
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6:00 PM Ukrainian Buffet 
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Youth Unity Centre 
9615-153 Avenue, Edmonton 
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The Maple Leaf Safe House in Ukraine 


TICKETS: $50.00 each IN ADVANCE ONLY 
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mapleleafap@gmail.com 
Sponsored by Maple Leaf Alberta Projects 
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Яку «нову країну» 
будує Партія регіонів? 


Валентина Аксьонова, Радіо Свобода 

Партія регіонів напередодні старту пе-- 
редвиборчої кампанії провела партійні 360— 
ри, де мали затвердити загальнопартійну 
виборчу платформу. Захід відбувся під 
гучним гаслом «Будуємо нову країну». 
Лідер партії, Президент Віктор Янукович 
у своїй промові похвалився досягненнями 
восьмимісячного перебування при владі. 
Зокрема, досягненнями економіки та 
розвитком свободи слова в Україні. Якими 
насправді є досягнення біло-блакитних? 

Віктор Янукович свою промову розпочав 
13 того, як він пишається своєю командою 
та яких результатів дала їхня спільна 
робота. Лідер регіоналів наголосив, що в 
минулому році Україна переживала 
економічне падіння, але нині партія з 
успіхом вирішує цю проблему. 

«Нам із великим трудом вдалося вирів-- 
няти ситуацію. За перше півріччя 2010 
року ВВП зріс на 6%, промислове вироб-- 
ництво також почало підніматися, виросло 
на понад 1196. Поступово поліпшується 
ситуація в фінансово-банківському 
секторі, - запевнив Янукович. - Оживає 
ринок праці. Повільно, але відчутно 
починають зростати доходи населення». 

Перебільшеними такі висновки називає 
президент Центру ринкових реформ 
Володимир Лановий. За словами експерта, 
6% зростання ВВП (на тлі минулорічної 
втрати в 15%) не свідчить про те, що 
ситуацію вдалося вирівняти. 

«З точки зору доходів населення, зрос- 
тання заробітних плат відбулося незначне. 
Зростання ж цін, яке спостерігається 
протягом останнього місяця, з'їсть все це 
невеличке підвищення заробітної плати, — 


наголошує експерт. - Що ж до пенсій, які 
не підвищувалися, то 10 мільйонів пен- 
сіонерів стали жити набагато гірше». 

При цьому Лановий нагадує про 
зростання цін на житлово-комунальні 
послуги 1 харчові продукти останнім часом. 

Ще однією перевагою роботи своєї KO— 
манди Янукович вважає ситуацію зі свобо-- 
дою слова, яка на його думку, в Україні 
процвітає. 

«Сьогодні я чую багато критики на адре- 
су влади. Вважаю це позитивом. Критика 
означає, що, попри всі звинувачення, в 
Україні існує свобода слова», сказав глава 
держави. 

Президент додав, що свобода слова - це 
не право поливати все брудом, але право 
висловлювати незгоду 1 виступати зі своєю 
позицією. 

Такі перспективи Президента збентежили 
колишнього голову Нацради з питань теле- 
бачення і радіомовлення Віталія Шевченка. 
В інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода він, навпаки, Haro— 
лосив на згортанні свободи слова в Україні. 

«Ми повертаємося до того життя, до тих 
стандартів, які панували в СРСР, на жаль», 
- вважає Шевченко. 

Збори Партії регіонів завершилися одно-- 
стайним ухваленням національної загаль- 
нопартійної програми «Будуємо нову 
країну». 

Програма, за словами біло-блакитних, 
спрямована на розвиток демократії в країні, 
забезпечення кращої якості життя кожного 
громадянина та об'єднання зусиль 
українців заради національного інтересу. 

Та виглядає, що поняття «розвиток 
країни» представники Партії регіонів та 
громадяни сприймають по-різному. 


Рекламувати? Лише 
Партію регіонів. І бажано 


Валентина Аксьонова, Радіо Свобода 

Від операторів зовнішньої реклами 
Криму вимагають безкоштовно розміщу- 
вати рекламу Партії регіонів. Про це пові- 
домляє Асоціація зовнішньої реклами Ук- 
раїни. Також до деяких редакторів крим- 
ських газет телефонували з пропозиціями 
продати усі рекламні площі виключно 
«біло-синім». У Партії регіонів називають 
такі заяви рекламістів провокаціями. 

Редактор газети «Перша Кримська» 
Лілія Буджурова розповідає, що їй зате- 
лефонував невідомий і запропонував 
продати усю рекламну площу газети під 
передвиборну рекламу Партії Регіонів. 
Лілія говорить, що той, хто телефонував, 
добре вивчив новий закон про місцеві 
вибори. 

«Адже Закон мені дозволяє лише 20% 
друкованих площ віддати під рекламу, - 
пояснює Буджурова. - Той, хто дзвонив, 
прекрасно знаючи закон, назвав цю цифру, 
отже, малось на увазі, що всі 100% 
реклами я маю віддати Партії регіонів». 

Редактор звернулась до голови уряду 
Криму Василя Джарти, який водночас є 
головою республіканської організації 
Партії регіонів у Криму, з проханням 
роз'яснити ситуацію. На це Джарти від- 
повів, що Партія регіонів не має до цього 
випадку ніякого стосунку. Напередодні 
місцевих виборів, мовляв, хтось нама- 
гається зіпсувати репутацію політичної 
сили. 

Лілія Буджурова після розмови з голо- 
вою уряду Криму не береться офіційно 
стверджувати, що це був дзвінок із Партії 
регіонів, але наголошує, що факт такої 
пропозиції до газети «Перша кримська» 
мав місце. 

Про шантаж із боку представників Партії 
регіонів заявляють і в Асоціації зовнішньої 


реклами. У разі відмови розмістити 
рекламу лише «біло-блакитних» реклам- 
никам погрожують демонтувати білборди. 
Як розповів Радіо Свобода голова Асоціації 
зовнішньої реклами Артем Біденко, місцеві 
кримські виконкоми вимагають розмістити 
зовнішню рекламу Партії регіонів 
безкоштовно або заключити контракти на 
смішну ціну - 1 гривню за білборд. Біденко 
каже, що спроби і випадки використати 
адмінресурс були завжди i на всіх виборах. 

«Але це стосувалося, грубо кажучи, 10 % 
від власних рекламних конструкцій 
операторів, - пояснює голова асоціації. - 
Але ситуація, коли вимагають все, є 
абсурдною. І щось подібне вперше для нас». 

За словами Біденка, використання 
адмінресурсу проводиться місцевими 
виконкомами офіційно під виглядом 
розміщення соціальної реклами, яка, до 
речі, не оподатковується. Потім виявля- 
ється, що на білбордах зовсім не соціальна, 
а політична реклама. Як наслідок, 
страждають ті, хто мав отримати соціальну 
рекламу за законом. Наприклад, уже другий 
рік поспіль від цієї схеми страждає 
львівський Форум видавців. 

«Форум мав бути досить широко 
розрекламований як соціальна реклама, яка 
йде в нас через міську раду, - говорить 
президент форуму Олександра Коваль. - 
Але буквально два дні тому мені под- 
звонили, що всього цього не буде, тому що 
віддається перевага політичній рекламі». 

В управлінні зовнішньої політики 
Львівської міської адміністрації, яке 
відповідає за соціальну рекламу, Радіо 
Свобода пояснили, що політичної реклами 
вони не розміщують. Міська рада замовляє 
рекламним операторам соціальну рекламу, 
аза Te, чи оператори її розмістять, місцева 
влада відповідальності не несе. 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські вісті, 


Sept. 16 - 29, 16-29 вересня, 2010 


Ee: 


ФОТО — РАДІО СВОБОДА 


Акція на захист телеканалу «Чорноморка», 8 вересня 2010 року. 


У Криму журналісти і 


телеглядачі 


закликають 


врятувати «Чорноморку» 


Володимир Притула, Радіо Свобода 
Кілька десятків журналістів, технічних 
працівників 1 глядачів найбільшої в Криму 
телекомпанії «Чорноморська» 8 вересня 
зранку пікетували будинок Ради міністрів 
Криму. Вони закликали владу припинити 
тиск на цей опозиційний телеканал i не до- 
пустити його банкрутства та закриття. За- 
раз майно і банківські рахунки ТРК «Чор- 
номорська» заарештовані за поданням по- 
даткової міліції, її тривалий час перевіряє 
Контрольно-ревізійне управління, а праців - 
ників допитують у Службі безпеки України. 
«Стоп цензурі! Руки геть від «Чорно- 


| морки»!» - попри спроби місцевої влади 


"заборонити пікетування кримського уряду 
працівниками і прихильниками телерадіо-- 
компанії «Чорноморська», суд не дав на це 
згоди, 1 люди змогли вийти на центральний 
майдан Сімферополя та скандувати гасла 
на захист свободи слова. Висловити свою 
солідарність із телевізійниками прийшли 
колеги-журналісти з інших мас-медій, деякі 
політики, пересічні сімферопольці. 
Керівник кримської організації Україн- 
ської народної партії Олег Фомушкін, який 
із кількома партійними соратниками теж 
прийшов на акцію протесту, каже, що не 
все йому на «Чорноморці» подобалося, але 
це був чи не єдиний в Криму телеканал, на 


якому звучали різні точки зору, в тому 
числі - критичні щодо влади думки. 

За його словами, намагаючись тиснути 
на телеканал, чиновники демонструють 
свій страх і слабість. «Через те, що немає 
ніяких реформ, а рейтинг Януковича упав 
майже вдвічі, тому влада вдається до таких 
репресивних методів, як закриття і руй- 
нація опозиційних структур», - зауважує 
Олег Фомушкін. 

Відома кримська тележурналістка Леся 
Дорогань зазначає, що телекомпанія зараз 
стоїть на межі банкрутства, адже арешт її 
майна і банківських рахунків, уне- 
можливлює оплату ретрансляції, виплату 
зарплати персоналу і підготовку нових 
проектів. Водночас, i СБУ намагається 
позбавити телеканал ліцензії на мовлення. 

«Головне, чого вимагає Чорноморська 
телерадіокомпанія та її колектив від влади, 
не заважати їм працювати,» каже Доро- 
гань. «Ми вважаємо, що влада намагається 
паралізувати нашу роботу саме під час 
виборчої кампанії». 

Поскандувавши гасла, журналісти спробу-- 
вали передати відкритого листа, якого 
підписали кілька десятків працівників 
телерадіо-компанії, із закликом врятувати 
«Чорноморку» до приймальні прем'єр- 
міністра. 


45 років прем'єри «Тіні забутих предків» 
і початку руху шестидесятників 


Ірина Біла, Радіо Свобода 

45 років тому у вересні 1965 року під час 
прем'єри фільму Сергія Параджанова «Тіні 
забутих предків» відбулися публічні акції 
протестів проти ув'язнення української 
інтелігенції. Напередодні прем'єрного 
показу пройшла перша хвиля арештів. За 
грати бути кинуті митці, поети, художники, 
яких потім назвуть «шестидесятниками». 
Були серед них і Опанас Заливаха, Іван 
Світличний, Михайло Горинь... 

Привернути увагу до арештів ті, до кого 
ще не добралася «рука радянського 
правосуддя», вирішили на прем'єрному 
показі «Тіней забутих предків». Після 
виступу режисера Сергія Параджанова в 
обговоренні фільму взяв слово Іван Дзюба, 
який назвав прізвища заарештованих. 

Директор кінотеатру «Україна», де 
відбувався показ, брутально відштовхнув 
письменника від мікрофона, намагаючись 
позбавити слова. Очевидець подій дисидент 
Олесь Сергієнко згадує, що Дзюба ледь 
втримався на ногах i, не звертаючи жодної 
уваги на директора, продовжив називати 
прізвища заарештованих. 

Після Івана Дзюби взяв слово В'ячеслав 
Чорновіл і закликав встати тих, хто про-- 


тестує проти арештів. Майже третина залу 
піднялася. 

Був серед них і Василь Стус. Він, хоч це 
і небуло домовлено попередньо, підтримав 
промовців, наголосивши, що «протес- 
тувати повинні всі, адже сьогодні хапають 
українців, завтра хапатимуть євреїв, потім 
росіян». 

За словами дисидента Василя Овсієнка, 
саме під час прем'єрного обговорення 
фільму Параджанова Стус вперше публіч-- 
но заявив про свою громадянську позицію. 
«Це було оприлюднення Василя Стуса як 
громадянина України. Грівно через 20 років 
цей день став днем його загибелі», - 
зазначає він. 

Обговорення кінокартини Параджанова 
було зірване. Перегляд фільму, який вже 
був відзначений закордонними нагородами, 
зокрема, золотою медаллю на міжнарод- 
ному кінофестивалі в Мілані і був заду- 
маний як торжество офіційної української 
культури, перетворився на стихійну 
демонстрацію протесту. 

Наслідки не забарилися: Іван Дзюба, 
В'ячеслав Чорновіл були звільнені з роботи, 
а Василь Стус виключений із аспірантури. 
Невдовзі після цього почалися арешти. 
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Special guests,Left to Right: UCC Executive director Taras Zalucky; O. Dekan Andrij Onuferko from Ottawa; 


president of World Congress of Ukrainians Evhen Czolij; UCC National president Pavlo Grod; president of 


UCC Montreal Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova; Hon. James Bezan, MP РС.; Chairperson of banquet committee 
Marika Putko; O. Dekan Volodymyr Kushnir of Montreal. 


UCC National honours 4 at Montreal banquet 


(UCC Montreal) — The Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) Montreal branch held its annual banquet mark- 
ing the 19" anniversary of Ukraine’s renewed Inde- 
pendence, together with the 70" anniversary of the 
founding of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress on Aug. 
29. It was held at Dim Molodi with over 180 delegates 
and guests present. 

The banquet was officially opened by UCC Montreal 
president Zorianna Hrycenko-Luhova. During her wel- 
come remarks, she also extended “a special thank you 
to Madame Deputy Louise Beaudoin for her pivitol role, 
in the unanimous recognition by the Quebec National 
Assembly of the Holodomor as Genocide”. 

The main guest speaker was National UCC president, 
Pavlo Grod who spoke of the many accomplishments 
of UCC national and the need to have a strong and 
united community for the work ahead. Special remarks 
were also made by MP James Bezan; Rosemont MNA 
Louise Beaudoin and the president of the World Con- 
gress of Ukrainians, Evhen Czolij. 

During her brief comments, Beaudoin gave an over- 
view of her effort in getting Bill 390 passed by the Na- 
tional Assembly of Quebec, recognizing the 1932-33 
Famine in Soviet Ukraine as genocide. Many survi- 
vors lived in Quebec. She emphasized the importance 
played by the Montreal community in coming to Que- 
bee City on two occasions showing their concern and 
Support in the passing of the Bill and the significant 
impact Ambassador Thor Ostash had on the final vot- 
ing in June 2010, by his presence during the vote. Bill 
390 was passed by all four Quebec political parties. 

For her role in the historic passing of Bill 390, 
Beaudoin received two standing ovations. She was also 
the recipient of a special plaque-award from UCC Na- 
tional, presented by Grod for this achievement. 

Bezan, MP (CPC) for the Selkirk-Interlake riding in 
Manitoba, on his first visit with the Montreal Ukrai- 
nian community, spoke about his work in having the 


Federal Government of Canada recognizing the fam- 
ine as genocide. He also emphasized the need to be 
vigilant and further engaged with Ukraine, in light of 
Ukraine's threatened democracy, insisting western gov- 
ernments must not isolate Ukraine. 

Speaking next was Czolij, having just returned from 
WCU’s historic annual meeting held in Peremyshyl, a 
former Ukrainian city now part of Poland. He men- 
tioned that the Ukrainian National Home built by Ukrai- 
nians in Poland and confiscated during Akcija Wisla, 
will finally be returned to Ukrainians as promised to 
them by the Mayor of Peremyshyl, in a few weeks. 

Also honored by National UCC at the banquet with a 
special commendation plaque presented by Grod were 
Marika Putko as head of the UCC Montreal Holodomor 
Committee working to help pass Bill 390; Prof Roman 
Serbyn for his ongoing scholarly work and research on 
the Holodomor famine-genocide; and to filmmaker 
Yurij Luhovy for his work and dedication to promote 
awareness of the Holodomor through film. 

The MC for the evening was Yurko Kulycky, UCC 
executive member, who thanked the many original 
builders of the Montreal Ukrainian community that 
were present at the banquet, recognizing their hard work 
and dedication in building the Montreal community. 
The banquet committee was chaired by Marika Putko, 
the program committee was headed by Bohdanna 
Klecor-Hawryluk. The evening was videotaped by 
Danylo Bobyk with the speeches to be placed on the 
UCC National web site. 

A meeting with Grod was held prior to the banquet 
with the Montreal UCC executive members, giving 
them an opportunity to ask questions and discuss the 
current program of UCC National. There he presented 
the new executive director Taras Zalucky from Ottawa, 
to the members. 

The evening ended with entertainment followed by 
personal interaction with the special banquet guests. 


Orange Revolution erased from textbooks 


Cont. fromPage 7 

Of these democratic breakthroughs, Ukraine’s Orange 
Revolution was the largest (one in five Ukrainians par- 
ticipated), the most peaceful (in Serbia parliament was 
set on fire and in Georgia the parliament was stormed) 
and the longest (lasting 17 days). The Orange Revolu- 
tion will continue to be seen by Western and some 
Ukrainian historians as an epochal event similar to 
Ukraine’s 1991 declaration of independence. 

On a final note, optimism by Atlantic Council of the 
US Senior Non-resident Fellow Adrian Karatnycky that 
Tabachnyk is an aberration and on his way out is un- 
likely to materialize, as this ignores the ideological di- 
mension of the Party of Regions and wrongly assumes 
that ‘pragmatic’ oligarchs run the party and 
Yanukovych. It was this view that led many in the West 
(but not the Jamestown Foundation) to believe that there 
was no difference between Yanukovych and Yulia 
Tymoshenko in this year’s Ukrainian elections. In re- 
ality, subsequent events have shown that Yanukovych 
represents a fundamental Russophile break in Ukraine's 
post-Soviet trajectory from its Ukrainophile three 
former presidents, as predicted by Jamestown Founda- 
tion authors. 

Karatnycky wrote in the Kyiv Post in a debate with 
Rutgers University Professor Alexander Moty! that, "Оп 
the matter of culture, I am in broad agreement with 


Motyl. We both disagree fundamentally with the 
Ukrainophobic policies of Education Minister Dmytro 
Tabachnyk and with the naming of a Stalin apologist 
as head of the Institute of National Memory. І still be- 
lieve that these odious appointments can and will be 
reversed. Nevertheless, I think that Yanukovych is right 
in trying to ensure a hospitable environment for 
-Ukraine’s Russian-speakers. Such steps, in my view, 
are likely to deepen their support for Ukraine’s state- 
hood’. 

In reality, Tabachnyk is an integral ideological com- 
ponent of the Party of Regions and the Yanukovych 
administration, and he is in his position for the long 
haul because Russia demanded influence over govern- 
ment appointments in the humanities and security 
forces. With the expunging this month of the Orange 
Revolution from the textbooks used in schools, 
Ukraine's students will be left wondering why they are 
no longer taught about an event that many of their par- 
ents, uncles and cousins participated in and, more im- 
portantly, what country is being built where history is 
edited out for political purposes. 

The Ministry of Truth is where the main character of 
the book 1984, Winston Smith, works. The Ukrainian 
authorities’ approach to history would permit the sub- 
stitution of Winston Smith for Tabachnyk and the Min- 
istry of Education for the Ministry of Truth. 


Jeff Mortensen 


Denys Drozdyuk 


2 Ukrainian Canadians 
vie for CTV dance title 


(UkrNews)— Two Ukrainian Canadians are among the 14 finalists who 
will compete for the title of Canada’s Favourite Dancer and the $100,000 
grand prize on СТУ 5 “So You Think You Can Dance Canada, when it 
resumes Sept. 22. 

They are Edmonton’s Jeff Mortensen and Toronto*s Denys Drozdyuk. 

This select group of dancers will perform in front of the nation. The 
public votes for their favourites following weekly performance episodes 
in which competitors are assigned partners and dance styles to perform, 
from hip-hop and krump to salsa, quickstep, contemporary and jive. 

Insatiable energy as a youngster caused Jeff's parents to enrol their son 
into a variety of sports. Gymnastics became his mainstay until his aunt, 
who Mortensen calls a “hardcore Ukrainian,” pushed him towards Ukrai- 
nian dance. From that point on, Jeff says “the rest was history.” 

Jeff's dedicated enthusiasm for Ukrainian dance has created some ex- 
citing opportunities and also a few additional stamps in his passport. Per- 
forming on several tours with the Ukrainian dance company Shumka has 
meant stops as far as China, and in 2007, Jeff signed a contract with the 
captivating circus/dance company Cirque du Soleil as one of the main 
character’s in the Beatles LOVE show in Las Vegas. 

When asked what makes Jeff most proud, it’s all about the family. “Iam 
so proud of my family because we have created such a strong and loving 
support system and we never let anyone fall through the cracks. We are 
always in each other’s business and are still able to get together with an 
excess of laughter.” 

Jeff jokingly warns that Canadians can expect to be introduced to the 
worldly style of Ukrainian dance this season along with a few “tricks” of 
his own. “I also want everyone to know that I work hard, play hard, and 
am always willing to learn something new.” 

Born in Ukraine, Drozdyuk first started dancing ballroom at four-years- 
old. He moved to Toronto when he was 12, and by the time he was 14, he 
was back in Europe studying and training in Berlin. At 19, Denys was 
enrolled at the prestigious arts school, Juilliard in New York City. Upon 
graduation, Denys continued with a Masters Program in Dance Education 
at New York University. 

A three-time winner of world championship titles in ballroom, Denys 
has collaborated with many notable choreographers including Peter Max- 
well, Ruud Vermej, Allan Tornsberg, Franco Formica, June Mcmurdo, 
Brigitte Kluckes-Findeis, Janet Marmulla, Vibeke Toft, and Hanz- 
Rheinhard Galke. Also trained in contemporary, ballet, Latin, Afro-Latin, 
jazz, flamenco, and tap, Denys has danced all over the world; Russia, 
Austria, Singapore, and Italy are just a handful of the countries that he has 
graced with his talent. 

Denys says he is not afraid to perform any particular dance style be- 
cause “movement is movement,” but in order to win the competition, he 
will have to “step out of his comfort zone and be much more enthusiastic 
and emotional.” 

He adds that viewers can expect to see “very sincere, honest, and pas- 
sionate dancing that comes from my deepest and most sacred place.” 


Partner of missing journalist ‘under pressure’ 

(RFE/RL)—A colleague of missing Ukrainian journalist Vasyl 
Klymentyev says Klymentyev’s partner is under pressure from authori- 
ties, RFE/RL’s Ukrainian Service reports. 

Petro Matviyenko, deputy chief editor of the weekly “Novyy Styl” (New 
Style) in Kharkiv, told RFE/RL that police in Kharkiv did not allow 
Valentyna Udovenko to travel to Kyiv, where she was expected to hold a 
press conference about Klymentyev’s disappearance. 

Matviyenko said Udovenko was officially asked by local tax authorities 
on Sept. 4 not to leave the city as the business she owns there is “currently 
under inspection.” 

Klymentyev, 66, chief editor of “Novyy Styl,” has been missing since 
Aug. 11. 

Ukrainian Interior Minister Anatoliy Mohylyov has said that Klymentyev 
is probably dead and that security forces are suspected of involvement in 
his disappearance. 

Police said preliminary investigations revealed that Klymentyev was 
last seen on Aug. 11 near Kharkiv’s Sportivna subway station, together 
with an unknown man, and that both of them got into а BMW automobile. 

On Aug. 9, Кіутепіуеу and Matviyenko took photographs of mansions 
belonging to regional Tax Chief Stanislav Denisyuk and three other local 
officials, including a former Ukrainian Security Service officer. They in- 
tended to use the pictures in an article to be published in the next issue of 
the paper. 

Matviyenko met Klymentyev on Aug. 11 to discuss the article and the 
photos. Later the same day, Matviyenko says, he was not able to reach 
Klymentyev by phone. 

Matviyenko said that the investigation into Klymentyev’s disappear- 
ance is not systematic and has made no progress. He added that a poten- 
tial witness in the case, former police officer Andriy Kozyr, is also miss- 
ing. Matviyenko said Kozyr had driven Klymentyey to the Pechenizke 
Water Reservoir to take pictures of land that might be owned by the Kharkiv 
Oblast tax authorities. 


Klitschko (right) with Peter. 


Klitschko defeats 


Peter in Frankfurt 


(BBC News)— Wladimir Klitschko easily retained his WBO and IBF 
world heavyweight titles with a 10th-round stoppage of Samuel Peter in 
Frankfurt on Sept. 11. 

The Ukrainian controlled what was largely an unsightly slug-fest. 

And after wearing Peter down, Klitschko finally floored the Nigerian as 
the referee belatedly halted the bout. 

“He took a lot of punishment and fought until the end,” said Klitschko. 
“But from round two, it was clear that his game plan wasn’t working. 

Peter, a former WBC champion in the division, had sent Klitschko to the 
canvas three times when the pair met in 2005. 

Peter eventually lost that fight on points but the Sept. 11 encounter in 
Germany — the adopted country of Klitschko and WBC champion brother 
Vitali — was quite a different night’s boxing. 

The 30-year-old was the second choice for the fight after Russia’s 
Alexander Povetkin failed to show up for a pre-fight news conference 
because of a sinus problem, prompting the IBF to order Klitschko’s man- 
agement to find a new opponent. 

It looked ominous for Peter early on when his eyes began to swell and, 
with his vision increasingly impaired, his aim grew wilder by each round. 

He did manage to land one decent right hand in the fifth but, by the sixth 
and seventh, Klitschko’s left hooks and right-hand jabs were really begin- 
ning to tell, 

Warned by his corner at the end of the ninth that he was in danger of 
going the distance with Peter, Klitschko finished off his opponent with a 
flurry of blows to the head in the next. 

A bloodied Peter crashed to the floor with one minute and 22 seconds of 
the round remaining, leaving referee Robert Byrd no option but to signal 
the end of the fight to the delight of 40,000 adoring Klitschko fans at the 
Frankfurt Arena. 

The hollow victory, Klitschko’s 55th in 58 bouts and 49th by knockout, 
is likely to prompt renewed calls for a unification fight with WBA cham- 
pion David Haye. 

Haye will make the second defence of his crown against fellow Briton 
and 2000 Olympic gold medallist Audley Harrison at the MEN Arena in 
Manchester on Nov. 13. 


Nervy Shakhtar survive late onslaught 


(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk kicked off their Group H campaign with 
a 1-0 victory over FK Partizan, Sept. 15, although Mircea Lucescu will 
wonder how his side ended up grimly hanging on after dominating the 
first 80 minutes. 

The Ukrainian titleholders laid siege to Vladimir Stojkovic’s goal from 
the off and for a long time a repeat of last season’s 4-1 UEFA Europa 
League victory over the Serbian team was on the cards. But they had to 
wait until 19 minutes from time before Darijo Sma broke through with his 
first UEFA Champions League goal. 

That, however, was merely the start of the drama as Partizan, until then 
moribund as an attacking force, swept forward. Nemanja Tomic, Stefan 
Savic and Mladen Krstajic were all denied by Andriy Pyatov as Shakhtar 
survived, Olexiy Gai almost making it 2-0 on the whistle when his low 
shot came back off the upright. 

Before the match Partizan coach Aleksandar Stanojevic had suggested 
his side could profit from the element of surprise, with Krstajic the only 
survivor from 12 months ago. Yet if they did have something up their 
sleeves the Belgrade club kept it well hidden until the dying minutes. 

Instead, another of Stanojevic’s predictions was immediately borne out 
as Shakhtar’s Douglas Costa proved every bit as dangerous as he feared, 
out-thinking then out-stripping the defence before sending in a cross that 
narrowly evaded team-mate Luiz Adriano. It was a sign of things to come. 

Willian brought an acrobatic stop from Stojkovic with a flashing drive from 
distance, though the goalkeeper had no time for theatrics soon after when 
Sma found Luiz Adriano on the penalty spot. The Brazilian, with his back to 
goal and crowded by white shirts, somehow got a shot away — but straight at 
Stojkovic. Opportunities were coming thicker and faster. All Partizan could 
do was clear their lines, punt the ball downfield and wait for the next wave of 
Shakhtar attacks. The interval brought only temporary respite. 

Partizan were increasingly indebted to skipper Stojkovic, who came 
quickly off his line to smother Jadson’s attempted chip before a fine one- 
handed save to tip over Luiz Adriano’s powerful header. Tensions were 
beginning to mount among the home support, the fragility of Shakhtar’s 
position exposed midway through the half when Руатоу misjudged a cross 
and Krstajic looped the ball towards goal - Olexandr Kucher sparing his 
keeper’s blushes on his line. 
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Ukraine continue unbeaten run 


(UEFA)— Ukraine recorded their first victory under 
caretaker coach Yuri Kalitvintsev with a 2-1 victory 
7 — their sixth match with- 
out defeat as they buildup to UEFA EURO 2012. 

Yaroslav Rakitskiy and Olexandr Aliyev ensured the 
finals co-hosts of victory despite Mauricio Isla’s late 
strike for the South American team. 

Continuing a policy of experimentation, Kalitvintsey 
handed starts to Vitali Mandzyuk, Olexandr Romanchuk, 
Igor Khudobyak and Yevhen Konoplyanka this time as 
his search for players continues, while at the other end 
of the experience scale Andriy Shevchenko made his 


against Chile in Kyiv, Sept. 


99th appearance for Ukraine. 


The experienced FC Dynamo Kyiv striker was un- 
able to mark it with a goal, however, squandering three 
one-on-one situations with goalkeeper Luis Marin in 
the firsthalf alone. That said, Shevchenko made amends 


by setting up the opener on 37 minutes when he re- 
ceived Oleh Gusev’s free-kick and chipped the ball to 
Rakitskiy, whose powerful shot flew past Marin. 

Hector Mancilla and Pedro Morales tested Ukraine 
goalkeeper Andriy Dykan and with the visitors con- 
tinuing to press, Kalitvintsev introduced Aliyev, who 
swiftly repaid his coach’s faith with a long-range shot 
which went in off the far post on 65 minutes. 

Having wasted chances to extend their lead on the 
counterattack through Rakitskiy and Shevchenko, Isla 


reduced the visitors’ arrears three minutes from time. 
The Udinese Calcio defender could even have equalised 
in added time but for an excellent save by Dykan. 


Ukraine makes Under-21 playoffs 


(UEFA) —Section winners Ukraine 
rounded off their Group 8 campaign 
unbeaten but were left frustrated in 
Kyiv after a series of missed oppor- 
tunities limited them to a share of the 
spoils with Slovenia, Sept. 7. 

Pavlo Iakovenko’s men booked 
their progress to October’s play-offs 
on Sept. 3 with a nervy 2-2 draw 
against France and they should have 
been out of sight by half-time on 
their return to Obolon Stadium. 
Time and again, however, Jan 
Koprivec proved too much of ап 
obstacle in the Slovenia goal. 

Mykola Morozyuk and Roman 
Zozulya both came off second best 
when left one-on-one with the vis- 
iting Nol and Koprivec continued 
to impress by denying Andriy 
Yarmolenko just before the break. 
Slovenia offered more of a threat 
after the ‘restart, but it was 
Koprivec’s night and, when he kept 
out Volodymyr Lysenko, he ensured 
the scoreline would remain 0-0. 

Sept. 3 Bohdan Butko and 
Yaroslav Rakitskiy struck in a five- 
minute spell early in the second pe- 
riod. Djamel Bakar and Emmanuel 
Riviere drew the game level but as 
Belgium drew 2-2 in Slovenia, 
Ukraine cannot be overtaken by Bel- 
gium or France due to head-to-head 
results. 

Yevhen Konoplyanka set up the 
first goal in the 54th minute, find- 
ing Bohdan Butko who burst into the 


Mapou Yanga-Mbiwa and Sébastien Corchia of France close in on Ro- 
man Zozulya of Ukraine 


penalty area and shot past Johann 
Carrasso. The goalkeeper was 
beaten again four minutes later, Ro- 
man Zozulya being fouled by 
Eliaquim Mangala and Yaroslav 
Rakitskiy converting the resulting 
penalty. 

Pavlo Iakovenko’s side would 
have moved two points clear in the 
section with one game remaining 
had they preserved their advantage, 
but four minutes after Rakitskiy’s 
spot kick Emmanuel Riviére’s low 
right-wing cross was turned in first 
time by Djamel Bakar. It was 2-2 in 
the 74th minute with a role reversal 
of the first French goal, Riviere 
heading in Bakar’s corner to earn the 
Visitors a point. 

Ukraine will 


take on the 


Netherland, to whom they lost in the 
2006 final, in the qualifying play- 
offs for the 2011 final tournament, 
following the Sept. 10 draw in Den- 
mark. 

The winners of the seven ties 
played on Oct. 8 and 12 join hosts 
Denmark at the final tournament in 
Aalborg, Aarhus, Viborg and 
Herning from June, 11 to 25 2011. 

Italy face Belarus, last year’s run- 
ners-up England take on Romania, 
while of the other former champi- 
ons involved, the Czech Republic 
encounter two-time beaten finalists 
Greece and Spain face Croatia. The 
2009 hosts Sweden were drawn 
against Switzerland while Iceland, 
aiming to qualify for the first time, 
play Scotland. 


Norway beat Ukraine to reach World Cup 


(UEFA)—Leading 1-0 from the 
Sept. 11 first leg in Chernihiv, the 
1995 World Cup winners wasted little 
time in improving their advantage 
through Pedersen in the sixth minute 
before Gulbrandsen rounded out the 
scoring four minutes from time. 

Ukraine hopes of qualifying are not 
over, however, as one place remains 
in the UEFA-CONCACAF play-offs. 
In order to earn a two-legged tie 
against the third-ranked side from 
North and Central America, they 
must come through two more play- 
offs, the first of which will be against 
Italy on Oct 2/3. 

There are no such complications for 
Norway who dominated from the start 
and went ahead when Ukraine goal- 
keeper Nadiya Baranova was unable 
to control a ball played through the 
middle, allowing Pedersen to pounce 
and open the scoring. 

Norway flowed forward and the 
only surprise was that they did not 
add to the lead before the break as 
the chances came and went, a com- 
bination of profligacy from the 
home side and Baranova’s saves 
keeping the score down. 

Ukraine came more into the game 
towards the end of the first half but 
Norway were playing within them- 
selves and it was no surprise when 


Ukraine’ 5 Tar) na пари takes on Lisa-Marie Woods (left) a 
Solveig Gulbrandsen 


they struck again with four minutes 
to play, Gulbrandsen scoring with a 
lovely lob over Baranova after be- 
ing played through by Lisa-Marie 
Woods. 

There was even time for Pedersen 
to hit the bar in the final minute but 
by then Norway had already done 
enough to prolong their run of hav- 
ing qualified for every Women’s 
World Cup finals. “We dominated 
from beginning to end, but we 
would have liked the second goal a 
little bit earlier to finish the game 
off,” said Norway assistant coach 
Hans Knutsen. 


Norw ay took control of their FIFA 
Women’s World Cup play-off after 
Maren Mjelde’s goal secured victory 
in Ukraine, Sept. 11. 

The stakes were high for both 
teams, with Norway having never 
failed to qualify and Ukraine aim- 
ing for their maiden World Cup, but 
the deadlock was broken on 32 min- 
utes when an Ingvild Stensland cor- 
ner was not cleared and Mjelde 
pounced to score her first interna- 
tional goal from close range. 

Olena Khodyreva came close a 
couple of times for Ukraine but the 
1995 World Cup winners held on. 
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Alberta to assess impact ої 
Temporary Foreign Worker Program 


(UkrNews)—Alberta is extending funding of 
$850,000 to immigrant-serving agencies to provide 
services to temporary foreign workers as they adjust to 
life and work in Alberta. At the same time, the prov- 
ince will look at the impact of the arrival of thousands 
of temporary foreign workers on Alberta’s workforce, 
its communities, and its people to identify future pro- 
gramming options. 

“Most temporary foreign workers need help as they 
adjust to life in a new country, a new job and with find- 
ing housing, health or legal services,” said Thomas 
Lukaszuk, Minister of Employment and Immigration. 

“While our focus will always be jobs for Albertans 
and Canadians first, it is important that we recognize 
the contributions of temporary foreign workers to our 
province — making them feel welcome and included 
in our communities is simply the right thing to do.” 

Funding has been provided to immigrant-serving 
agencies in Fort McMurray, Edmonton, Red Deer, 
Calgary, Banff, Brooks and Lethbridge. Missing from 
the list, however, is Ukrainian Canadian Social Ser- 
vices. 

Lukaszuk has asked his Parliamentary Assistant, 


Teresa Woo-Paw, to lead a review of the impact of the 
Temporary Foreign Worker Program on Alberta and 
bring forward her findings and recommendations by 
spring 2011. 

“The Temporary Foreign Worker Program helped to 
quickly fill temporary jobs during Alberta’s boom, it is 
a program that Alberta values and will always wel- 
come,” Woo-Paw said. “Now that we have some space 
to breathe, let’s make sure we plan and have the right 
services in place for the future.” 

More than 60,000 temporary foreign workers live and 
work in Alberta. The Temporary Foreign Worker Pro- 
gram is a federal program designed to help employers 
fill temporary jobs. The entry and exit of temporary 
foreign workers to and from Alberta also falls under 
federal responsibility. 

Provincial legislation governs the working conditions 
and health and safety requirements for temporary and 
permanent Alberta workers alike. 


Ukrainian government’s ‘final 
version’ of tax code remains secret 


By Svitlana Tuchynska, Kyiv Post, Sept. 9, 2010 

The long-running tax code saga took another turn on 
Sept. 7 as parliament sent the latest draft back to the 
government for revisions. 

Prime Minister Mykola Azarov presented what he 
called the “final version” of the tax code on Sept. 3, 
touting the document as a significant liberal reform. 
But few details of the draft tax code have emerged and 
no copy has been made public, fuelling concerns that it 
remains slanted in favor of the tax authorities and will 
do little to ease conditions for small- and medium-sized 
businesses. 

Azarov presented his version of the country’s tax bible 
— the third edition since Deputy Prime Minister Sergiy 
Tihipko was put in charge of the issues — with a vague 
PowerPoint presentation. No copy of the draft code was 
made available. 

Azarov hyped the code as “establishing the lowest 
taxes in Europe” and creating a favourable investment 
climate in the country. He said the document includes 
a property tax, a progressive income tax, and reduces 
corporate profit tax to 19 percent from the current 25 
percent. 

According to the presentation, those earning more than 

10 times the minimum wages - or Hr 9,220 ($1,160) 
from Dec. 1 — would be taxed at a progressive rate of 17 
percent instead of current flat rate of 15 percent. 

Properties of more than 100 square meters in cities 
and towns and more than 200 square meters in rural 
areas would be taxed at a rate of Hr 10 per square meter. 

Azarov also said the government plans to automate 
reimbursement of value-added tax (VAT) and resume 
the payment of penalties for delays in VAT reimburse- 


ment by the state at 120 percent of the discount rate set 
by the National Bank of Ukraine. 

However, experts and parliamentarians are suspicious 
because of the lack of details. “On Sept. 7, we were 
supposed to hear a report on the tax code without actu- 
ally having the text itself,” said Serhiy Teryohin, head 
of the parliamentary committee on tax and customs. 

Some say that very few people, aside from Azarov 
and his closest aides, know what's in the proposed leg- 
islation. So what is touted as a progressive code may 
turn out to be a regressive one. 

“The drafts of the tax code have continued the Ukrai- 
nian practice of significantly limiting the expenses that 
can be deducted for tax purposes,” said Sergiy Popov, 
a partner at leading consulting firm KPMG Ukraine. 
“This means that although the corporate profit tax rate 
might be reduced, the effective tax rate paid by a busi- 
ness will be much higher than the headline rate. What 
Azarov gives with one hand he takes away with the 
other,” he said, adding that despite the proposed new 
VAT rate of 17 percent, the real barometer for investor 
will be progress with the cash VAT refund. | 

“They also suggest excluding from expenses services 
obtained from non-residents, such as consulting, engi- 
neering, marketing and PR services,” said Vladimir 
Kotenko, head of Ernst and Young’s tax and legal de- 
partment. “They also want to exclude the deduction of 
services and good obtained from single-tax payers.” 
Many are concerned with replacement of the vehicle 
Owner’s tax by an increased excise duty on fuel. 

This may cause a significant increase in fuel prices, 
depending on the level of new excise, which has not 
been disclosed. 


Ukraine in talks on Black Sea Gas fields 


By Daryna Krasnolutska and Kateryna Choursina 
(Bloomberg) — Ukraine 15 in talks with Exxon Mobil 
Согр., Chevron Corp. and Royal Dutch Shell Ріс on 
exploring for natural gas in the country’s Black Sea, 
the country’s deputy fuel and energy minister says. 
“There are many propositions,” Volodymyr Makukha 
told reporters Sept. 8 in Kyiv. The ministry is also in 
talks with companies from Turkey, Russia, China and 
Azerbaijan on exploring in the Black Sea, he said. 
Ukraine is “moving very fast toward attracting part- 


ners” to explore for gas deposits on its Black Sea shelf, 
Yuriy Boyko, the country’s fuel and energy minister, 
said today in an e- mailed statement. The projects are 
“very expensive and risky” and require the participa- 
tion of the world’s top companies, Boyko said. 

Ukraine depends on Russia for 80 percent of its gas 
needs and seeks to increase domestic production of the 
fuel. The country seeks to extract gas from the Black 
Sea by 2014, Boyko said. 


Kyiv and Moscow mull future energy joint venture 


(Interfax-Ukraine)— Ukraine and Russia have dis- 
cussed which companies could evaluate the gas trans- 
port system of Ukraine and which Russian gas fields 
could be included in a future joint enterprise, Gazprom 
CEO Alexei Miller told Ukrainian journalists in Mos- 
cow on Sept. 7. 

“We have already discussed, considered which com- 
panies could make an assessment of the Ukrainian gas 
transport system and our extraction fields,” he said. 

According to Miller, the Ukrainian side has already 
named a range of companies that could be involved in 
this work. 

This spring, the Russian leadership proposed the uni- 
fication of Gazprom and Naftogaz into a joint venture 


on a parity basis, which could include extraction and 
gas transporting assets from the Ukrainian side, and gas 
fields of the same value from the side of Gazprom. 

Gazprom has already submitted a list of gas fields 
that could be included in the joint venture. 

Prime Minister Mykola Azarovm, meanwhile, has al- 
ready ruled out any merger. 

“The prime minister’s position remains unchanged: ab- 
sorption or a merger [between Gazprom and Naftogaz] is 
out of the question. What is in question is a discussion of 
market mechanisms for setting up an efficient joint ven- 
ture, in which the parties would have equal rights and 
whose interests would be equally protected,’ Azarov’s 
spokesman Vitaliy Lukyanenko said Sept. 8. 
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Russia strengthens 
control over Ukraine’s 
nuclear power industry 


By John Marone, Kyiv Post, Sept. 9, 2010 

Russia is likely to continue monopolizing the supply of fuel to the nation’s 
nuclear power plants, after the Ukrainian government - in typical non- 
transparent fashion — picked a Russian state company to build Ukraine’s 
first producer of nuclear fuel. 

Not only was U.S. Westinghouse unfairly passed over during the selec- 
tion process, critics say, but the Russian state looks set to control the fuel 
producer after it’s built. 

Just months after Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin called for a 
merger of the two countries’ nuclear industries, the Kremlin policy of 
global energy diplomacy is becoming one of energy hegemony in its own 
backyard. 

“We are already dependent on Russia for gas and oil; now we will be 
dependent on them for nuclear energy, too,” Serhiy Pashinsky, an opposi- 
tion lawmaker and member of the parliament’s fuel and energy commit- 
tee, said. 

The Ukrainian Energy Ministry, which announced on Sept. 7 that Rus- 
sian state-owned TVEL had won a competitive evaluation to build the 
nuclear fuel plant, denied that politics had been involved in the process. 

“The only politics involved here was that we are finally going to get the 
plant built,” said Petro Chernov, director of the department for atomic 
energy and the nuclear industry at the ministry. і 

Although Ukraine has its own uranium, used to make the fuel, апа zir- 
conium, used to make the fuel assemblies, it lacks the technology to build 
its own maker of nuclear fuel. 

TVEL, the fuel arm of Russian nuclear energy giant Rosatom, has tradi- 
tionally filled the gap, exporting nuclear fuel across the border to run 
Ukraine’s 15 reactors at four separate power stations. 

But after Ukraine declared independence in 1991, Westinghouse began 
challenging this relationship, and a tender was held in 1996 to decide who 
would build Ukraine’s own fuel maker. TVEL won the tender, but the 
plant was never built. So a decade later, under the watch of pro-Western 
President Viktor Yushchenko, Westinghouse and TVEL were invited to 
take part in a competitive evaluation to decide who would build the fuel 
plant. 

“A competitive evaluation was said to be simpler and faster than a proper 
tender,” said Svitlana Merkulova, Westinghouse’s spokesperson in 
Ukraine. But the selection process dragged on until this year, when Rus- 
sia-born Mykola Azarov took charge of the government as prime minis- 
ter. 

The composition of the inter-agency committee that selected Russian 
TVEL as the winner of the evaluation has yet to be revealed, according to 
Merkulova. 

Moreover, during the drawn-out selection process, articles periodically 
appeared in the Ukrainian media characterizing the U.S. company’s fuel 
design as unsafe for Ukrainian reactors. 

Merkulova told the Kyiv Post that Ukrainian authorities had freely ad- 
mitted that the 1996 decision in favour of TVEL was politically moti- 
vated. And Volodymyr Saprykin, an energy specialist at Kyiv-based think 
tank Razumkov Center, said that at least one version of the evaluation 
criteria that he had seen was tailored to TVEL. 

“Nobody was excluded from making an offer,” the Energy Ministry’s 
Chernov said. The government held extensive talks with both 
Westinghouse and TVEL for two years, he said. “These were the only two 
companies to express an interest in the project,” he added. 

Westinghouse’s Merkulova points out, however, that her company not 
only made a competitive offer to the Ukrainian government but attempted 
to get the country low-cost financing for the project from international 
lenders. 

“The Ukrainians knew that these banking institutions would positively 
consider a request for a loan for such a project. However, our discussions 
with the ministry have never progressed to the stage that the ministry 
would be prepared to apply to these banks for funding.” 

The head of Rosatom, Sergey Kirienko, also gave assurances that TVEL 
was selected fair and square: “We are confident that the proposal we made 
to our Ukrainian partners on the basis of technology and economics was 
without a doubt the best,” he said on Sept. 6. 

Kirienko said Russian technicians are already ready to start work on the 
new plant, which is scheduled to be launched in 2013. An agreement should 
be signed in a month, TVEL’s press service announced. 

Under former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment drafted an energy strategy that called for diversification of the 
country’s sources of nuclear fuel. : 

The cabinet of ministers now must endorse the inter-agency committee’s 
decision, then a Ukrainian-Russian joint venture will be formed. But clar- 
ity as to which side will own the controlling stake in the new plant isn’t 
expected any time soon. 

“Tt’s currently the subject of negotiations. A final decision is expected 
by the end of the year,” Chernov said. 

In the mean time, Russian advances to take over Ukraine’s gas pipelines 
and storage facilities continue afoot. 

Gazprom chief Alexei Miller has reiterated calls this week for “a merger 
between his company and its Ukrainian counterpart Naftogaz. 

Putin voiced similar designs for Ukraine’s state-owned nuclear com- 
pany Energoatom, which the government continues forcing to sell its elec- 
tricity at below-market rates. 

According to Pashinsky, a lawmaker in opposition leader Tymoshenko’s 
faction, the Russians are already too close for comfort. 

«І don’t want to describe some kind of nightmare situation here, but 
suffice it to say that we will be using Russian technology and Russian 
technicians and we will be dependent on both,” he warned. 
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Gala 


Saturday, October 30, 2010 
Edmonton EXPO Centre 


Featuring world premieres of Dance, Visual Art and Music created by: 


Mykola Kanevets, Artistic Director, Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company 
Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn, Internationally Exhibited Artist 
Malcolm Forsyth, Juno Award-Winning Canadian Composer 


The evening will include: 
: Dance performances by the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Company 
7 Three-course dinner, prepared exclusively by the chefs of the Edmonton EXPO Centre 
& Live music by the Mill Creek Colliery Band 
“4 Photo and video galleries 


Celebrating 40 years of Dance, Music & Community 
Advanced tickets only: $125 per person (8 guests per table) 
To purchase tickets, please call: 780.616.5335 or e-mail: gala@cheremosh.ca 
For more Gala information visit www.cheremosh.ca 
Festivities begin @ 5:00 рт: 
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